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MEDICAL 


COMMENTARIES. 


he 
An Account of Books. 


I. 


Differtatio Medica Inauguralis de Quaffia, et Li- 
chene Ilandico. Auttore Joh. Theod. Phil. 
Chrift. Ebeling. 8v0. Glafgue. 


'N the firft part of this differtation, our 

author, before proceeding to the enumera- 
tion of fuch diforders as quaffia is proper for, 
gives firft an accurate defcription of the plant, 
and afterwards proceeds to afcertain experi- 
mentally its feveral qualities, as will appear from 
the following detail. 
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EXPERIMENT I. 


A comparative trial was mace with quaffia, 


curfuta or gentiana lutea fylveftris, colomba, 

a} colocynthis, cortex Peruvianus, lichen Iflan- 

i } dicus, and gentiana lutea vulgaris, in order 
to determine the degree of bitternefs of each; 
i ay and the following, we are told, is the order in 
A 1 which, with refpect to this quality, they ought 


fland. 


a a Cortex Peruvianus, lichen Iflandicus, gen- 
a tiana, colomba, quaffia, colocynthis, curfuta ; 
but although curfuta was evidently more bitter 
than quaffia, yet the bitternefs of the latter 


was of a much more agreeable nature than 
that of curfuta. 


A folution of falt of ftecl; being added both 
to the decoction and infufion of quaffia, no 
| ae change of colour was perceived in either; nor 

ei was any additional firmnefs given to a piece of 
| Nlefth immerfed in them for the fpace of feveral 
ie’ i days. Thefe, our author obferves, are evident 


ia | proofs that quaffia poficfles little or no aftrin- 
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EXPER. Il. 


In this experiment, trials were made for the 
difcovery of the beft menftruum for quaffia. 
A cold infufion in water, efpecially when af- 
fitted by trituration, was found to poffefs a 
greater degrce of bitternefs, than either the 
warm infufion, or even the decoction. It was 
likewife found, that this bitternefs of quaffia, 
was readily communicated to fpirits, both 


proof and rectified ; to the different kinds of 
wines, and to vinegar. 


EXPER. IJV, 


An infufion of quaffia and water being di- 
{tilled ; the water which came over, was found 
to be fomewhat bitter, and was of a yellowith 


colour ; but there was not the leaft appearance 
of any effential oil. 


An ounce of quaffia frequently boiled in 
water, afforded only one dram of extract, of 
a brown iron colour, 


| BAFPER, 

7 In order to determine the antifeptic virtues 
&. of quafia, a comparative trial was made with 
ef it and feveral other articles, A quantity of 
Cc3 blood 
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blood was added to fimilar quantities of the 
cold watery infufions of the following articles, 
all contained in feparate phials placed in the 
fame degree of heat; viz. quaffia, lichen 
Iflandicus, curfuta, falix, gentiana, and cortex 
Peruvianus. 


As they are here mentioned in order, accord- 
ing to the antifeptic effects they are exhibited, 
quaffia it would appear is not poffefled of 
much influence in preferving other bodies from 
putrefcency. And from this experiment too, 
it is evident, our author remarks, that the an- 
tifeptic powers of plants, neither depends upon 
the degrees of bitternefs or of aftringency 
poffeffed by them; for here, the curfuta, and 
willow, were both found lefs antifeptic than 
Peruvian bark, although the one is much 


more bitter, and the other remarkably more 
aftringent than it. 


Inanother experiment, however, it was found, 
that bile, was preferved longer from putrefac- 
tion both by lichen Iflandicus, and curfuta, 
than even by Peruvian bark itfelf, which 
makes our author conclude, that the antifep- 
tic powers of plants with refpeét to bile, muft 


probably in fome meafure depend upon their | 
degree of biternefs. 


Our 
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COMMENTARIES. 371 


Our author now proceeds to enumerate the 

j opinions of Linneus and other writers with 

refpect to the médical virtues of quaffia, in 
fevers and other difeafes, but as he does not 

hhere.advance any thing’new from his own pro- 

per experience, we muft refer our readers, 

for the opinions of the authors to their fe- 

veral works. | 


De Lichene Iflandico. 


As defcriptions of the lichen Iflandicus are 
to be met with in Ray, Morifon, Hudfon, 
and Lightfoot, as well as in the works of Lin- 
nezus and other foreign writers, we need not 

here trouble our readers with any account of 

its botanical hiftory, and fhall proceed im- 

: mediately to our author’s experiment upon this 
article alfo. 


EXPER. I. 


This experiment was inftituted with a view 
to determine the degree of aftringency pof- 
feffed by the lichen Iflandicus. 


: A drachm of Jefuit’s bark in powder, of 
the bark of willow, of the lichen Iflandi- 
cus, of the geum rivale, of bohea tea, and of 
the eglantine rofe-leaves, were each infufed in 

Cc4 three 
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‘three ounces of cold water. In the fpace of 


twenty-four hours the infufion of geum tivale 


was of achefnut colour; that of the tea had 
a yellowifh hue, as had likewife the intufton 
of rofe-leaves. The infufion of bark was 
yellow, that of willow fomewhat lefs fo; and 
the water with the lichen Iflandicus was of a 
violet colour with fomewhat of a yellow tinge. 


To an ounce of each of the infufions, two 
drachms of a folution of falt of ftee] were added. 
That of geum rivale was converted into a real 
ink; that of rofes into a dark red; that of tea into 
a dark green; that of Peruvian bark into a brafly 
colour ; the infufion of willow bark became 
of a pale blue colour, and the lichen Iflan- 
dicus from a violet was changed into a red. 


To the other two ounces of infufion, of 
each of thefe articles, a drachm of beef was 
added, and allowed to remain in them for the 


fpace of forty-eight hours. At the end of 


that time, the beef contained in the infufion 
of lichen Iflandicus was found to be firmer 
than any of the reft; next in point of firmnefs 


was that immerfed in the infufion of bark; 


and the piece taken from the infufion of tea, 
was found to be the fofteft of all. 
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An ounce of lichen Iflandicus being boiled 
for the fpace of a quarter of an hour ina 
pound of water, and° afterwards ftrained, 
was found to yield feven ounces of a hiirer, 
red-coloured mucilage, of nearly the fame 
confiftence as is obtained by the folution of one 
part of gum arabic in three of water. This 
mucilage was found to anfwer very effectually 
the purpofe of uniting oi] with water by means 
of trituration: a fcruple of camphor was like- 
wife fufpended in fix ounces of water by the 
medium of two drachms of the mucilage; but 
mercury could neither be p:operly extinguifh- 
ed by it, nor could wax by means of it be 
united with water, 


This fpecies of lichen is fo tough and 
mucilaginous, that a very confiderable heat is 
found neceffary to dry it fufficiently for pul- 
-verifation. 

An infufion of the powder, and likewife 
an infufion of lichen in fubftance, were at dif- 
ferent times fubjected to diftillation in a fand 
heat. The water thus obtained was mode- 

rately 
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rately acid ; but was not in any degree changed 
in colour by the addition of falt of fteel. No 
effential oil could be obtained by diftillation. 


EXPER. IV. 


An ounce of lichen being fix times ftrongly 
boiled, and the different decoctions being all 
mixed and evaporated to drynefs, five drachms 
and two fcruple of an extract was obtained, 
"This extraét was of a blackifh colour; burn- 
ed violently when put into a fire; and when. 
diffolved in warm water afforded a very thick 
tough mucilage.. 


. o~ A 


Lichen infufed in rectified fpirits of wine, 
afforded, on evaporation, a very {mall quantity 
of refin. 

From the antifeptic virtues of lichen, our 
author recommends the mucilage prepared from 
it, as more proper than any other, for the 
purpofe of combining oils with watery liquids ; 
By means of it, fuch mixtures, he obferves, 
are effectually prevented from becoming ran- 
eid; he preferved fome of thofe, with which 
the preceding experiments were made, for the 
{pace of fourteen weeks without any marks 
of putrefcency being obferved in them. 
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In fome of the northern kingdoms, li- 
chen, we are told, is ufed not only as a me- 
dicine, but as an article of diet; and from 
the mild nutritive qualities of which it is-evi- 
dently poffeffed, our author thinks we may 
account for the good effeéts which have lately 
been faid to be derived from it in confump- 
tive diforders, and which have been confirmed 
by the teftimony of many of the moft accu- 
rate obfervers. 


As the moft agreeable and convenient form 
of ufing it, he recommends it firft to be in- 
fufed in boiling water, with 2 view to its being 
thoroughly cleaned, while by the fame means 
it will be deprived of a confiderable part of 
its ofiginal bitternefs. ‘The lichen, thus pre- 
pared, is ordered to be boiled, and the muci- 
lage fo obtained from it, to be ufed either as 
an article of diet or as a medicine; and we 
have it in our power, we are told, to render it 
exceedingly palatable, by the addition of a lit- 
tle white wine, when that can with propriety 
be given; or when wine is not admiffible, by 


the addition either of milk, honey, or fyrup 
of lemons. 


It is recommended particularly, in all kinds 
of cough ; and in cafes of emaciation, from 
whatever caufe they may have arifen. 


II. 
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Obfervations on the Blood, by William Hey, 
F.R.S. Surgeon-General to the Infirmary at 
Leeds, and Member of the Incorporation of Sur- 
geons in London. 8vo, London. 


F all the conftituent parts of the human 
body, there is, perhaps, no one which 
can be confidered as meriting greater attention 
than the blood. Yet, even from the moft fu- 
perficial examination of the works of medi- 
cal writers, every one muft foon be fenfible of 
the inattention with which they have treated 
this fubjeét, In proof of this, Mr. Hey, in the 
treatife before us, has quoted fome paflages 
from the writings of Baron Van Sweiten, Dr. 
William Fordyce, and others, which contain 
affertions totally repugnant to faét, When 
this then 1s the cafe, we may conclude, that 
the fubject of which our author here propofes 
to treat, 1s by no means exhaufted, from the 
obfervations of former writers. But it feems 
not fo much to be his intention in the treatife 
before us, to enter into a full confideration of 
every particular refpecting the nature of the 
blood, as to examine the fentiments of 
fome of the moft highly efteemed and lateft 

writers 
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COMMENTARIES 377 


writers on the fubject, particularly thofe of Mr. 
Hewfon, in his Experimental Inquiry, and of 


| Dr. Heberden in the London Medical Tranf- 
actions, 


According to our author, Dr. George For- 
dyce was the firft who contended that the blood 
drawn in inflammatory difeafes, is in a more. 
fluid ftate, and continues longer fluid than in 
other cafes; and this opinion, Mr. Hewfon. 
has fince endeavoured to fupport by many ex- 
periments, On this fubject, however, Mr. 
Hey holds.a yery-oppofite dogtrine ; he admits, 
indeed, that when a ftrong, cruft of fize is about 
to be formed on the craflamentum,, the furface 
of the whole mafs becomes fomewhat tranfpa-.- 
rent, foon after it is received into the cup, : 
before the ufual feparation of the_ferum takes’ 
place ; and that in thefe cafes the furface of. 
fuch blood remains in a fluid ftate much lon- 
ger than it does where no fizy cruft is formed. 
But in place of fuppofing this fluid to be the 
' coagulable lymph in an attenuated ftate, and 
deprived of its difpofition to coagulation, Mr. 
Hey is inclined to believe, that it confifts of 
the coagulable lymph diluted with ferum. To 
this opinion he is chiefly led from examining 
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IE it by ‘itfelf after coagulation, and after {queez- 
i ing ‘from it, by means-of preffute, the ferum. 
: which it oontained. He admits, with Mr. 
Hewfon, that the blood, upon which a fizy 
cruft is found, generally looks thinner, as it 
i flows from a vein than the blood of a healthy 
{ | perfon on which there is no fize. But this 
thinnefs he alfo afcribes to an encreafed quan- 
tity of ferum which that blood contains, and’ 
he points out many circumftances which feem 
to him to render it: ‘extremely doubtful, whe- 
ther- inflammation’ has ‘aby influence in thin- 
ning: the blood. Perfons, he obferves, of 
ftrong achletic haffits, whofe vafcular ‘aétion 
approaches the neareft to a ftate of inflamma- 
tion, are not remarked to have thin bldod. In 
the moft violent inflammatory difternpets the 
blood does not look thin, if evacuations and 
dilution by watery liquids have not preceded.- 
When the blood appears very thin in inflam- 
matory cafes, there is a great proportion of fe- 
sum. The craflamentum is moft firm and te- 
nacious upon ftanding, when it is taken from : 
patients labouring under inflammatory dif- 
eafes ; and laftly, the blood is obferved to be 
very thin in fome diforders which are the re- 
verfe of inflammation. From all thefe circum- 


ftances 


% 


q 
- 
i} | 

f j 

4 
j 
4 


CO MM ENTARIES. 379. 
ftancés ‘he infers, that- th¢:thin appearance of. 


the blood affords no evidence that the coagul- 
able lymph js attenuated in dif- 
orders. 


After offering this refutation of the firft are 


gument employed by Mr: Hewfon to fhew that - 
the gluten of the blood is attenuated in cafes. 
of inflammation ; Mr: Hey next proceeds-to 


anfwer the other arguments ufed for the faine. 


purpofe; particularly: thofe which have:been 
drawn from .obferving,:‘that: the red globules . 
fubfide feener in blood-let in cafes-of inflam- . 


mation,;ihan in that which is taken from an. 


animal’ in: health. Although he admits. the. 


truth of. this -circumftance, yet he contends, 


4 


that this affords no proof of the whole mafs of - 


blood, in fuch cafes, being: thinner than the fe-.. 


rum alone in others, as Mr. Hewfon alledges. 


In fupport of his affertion,: he obferves, that. 


the red globules are not.in the fame ftate i in 
the two cafes which are.compared ; that the 


fluid water which rifes to the furface of fizy 
blood foon after it is let out into a cup, al- 
though it confifts chiefly of ferum united with 
coagulable lymph, is yet thicker than ferum 
alone; and laftly, that the fubfidence of the 


red globules, in the cafe of the blood drawn. 


in 


4 
2 
| 
} 
| 
é 
\ 
A 
= 
+ 
i 
- 
3 | 
5 
¢g 
“te 
Ae 
i 
hy 
} 
‘ 


aft 


fo, MIE DIC A 


in inflammations, ray,iprobably, be explained 
from the lymph, when ina fluid flate, hav- 
ing affinity with’ the craflamentum, ‘than 
the ferum has with the red globules, «29. 
Having thus attempted to refute. the opi- 
nion which fuppofes, that the phenomena ex-: 
hibited by the blood, in cafes of inflammation, : 
are'to be attributed to a change in the quality 
of the gluten; Mr. Hey next endeavours to 
fhew, that thefe circumflances. are to be-afcrib- 
ed to a difference in the quantity. | Flow far. . 
this ingenious author has-been as fucéefsful in 
eftablithing his own? doétrine, as in attempt- 
ing to invalidate the‘dpinion of others, the at. 
tentive reader will beft be able to’ determine, | 
from a candid examination of the work itfelf. 
Withour affuming the province of giving a’ 
dittatorial judgment on the- truth or falfehood ° 
of thofe opivions which fall under our notice, © 
we may yet obferve, that the arguments which | 
he has here uted as far from appearing to us to 
be perfectly conclufive. We fhall not here, ; 
however, encroach upon the prerogative of the 
reader, by ftating our own doubts, but fhall 
merely content ourfelves with endeavouring to 
give a concife, yet diftinét view of his reafon- © 
ing on this fubject. 
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Mr. Hey, with great juftice obferves, that 
when no fize appears upon the furface of the 
craflamentum, it has been too commonly fup- 
pofed that the blood is not fizy, and on the 
other hand, when fuch a covering does exift, 
it has been without fufficient reafon imagined, 
that the blood abounds with fize; conclufions 
equally erroneous, and equally detrimental, 
when they have any influence on the treatment 
of a patient’s diforder. From fome remarks 
of Dr. Huxham’s, which have been confirmed 
by his own obfervations, Mr. Hey infers, that the 
denfity of the craffamentum, and the firmnefs 
of the fizy covering, are greateft in inflamma- 
tory difeafes. Hence he thinks, that the ten- 
dency to concretion in the blood, cannot be 
owing to a diminifhed action of the blood- 
veffels. 


From what happens in the flaughter of fheep, 
Mr. Hewfon had concluded, that a diminu- 
tion of the vafcular aétion, caufes a more 
{peedy coagulation of the blood. Mr. Hey 
has alfo attended to this fubject, and fince the 
circamftances he has obferved, are, in a great 
meafure, the reverfe of thofe defcribed by Mr. 
Hewfon, the future obfervations of others on 
the fame fubject, are ftill neceffary for difco- 
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vering the caufe of this difference. But, ac- 
| cording to Mr. Hey’s obfervations, the blood 
,/ in the firft cup was generally more fluid as it 
1 flowed, and more florid than the reft; yet it 


coagulated in the leaft time, had the moft firm 
craflamentum, and threw off the greateft quan- 
tity of ferum, That which was laft received, 
flowed the moft flowly, appeared the moft vif- 
cid and dark-coloured as it flowed, was the 


lateft in coagulating completely, had the fofteft 
an craflamentum, and threw off the greateft quan- 
tity of ferum. 

¢ Mr. Hey examined, in a fimilar manner, 

: ' both the arterial and venal blood of calves, but 
4 the appearances were not the fame, nor did the 


coagulation take place in any regular manner. 
He obferves, that there is a remarkable differ- 
; ence in the appearance of the blood which is 
t drawn at different pericds of an inflammatory 
difeafe ; that which is taken away at an early 
period of the diforder ufually concretes quickly 
with a firm tenacious mafs; which throws off 
littic ferum and has no fizy covering ; whereas 
that which is drawn after repeated bleedings, 
when the diftemper has continued feveral days, 
looks thinner as it flows, feparates a greater 
proportion of ferum, and has a ftrong coat of 
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fize upon its furface. He confiders this va- 
rlety as depending chiefly on the different pro- 
‘portion of ferum; and he thinks, that in con- 
fequence of the blood being thinned by the 
watery liquors which are drank plentifully in 
: thefe diforders, an opportunity is afforded for 
the particles of the coagulable lymph to unite 


more readily, and to afcend to the furface of 
the craflamentum. 


It is more difficult, our author obferves, to 
account for the various appearance of different 
: portions of blood drawn at one operation. But 
thefe alfo, he thinks, are chiefly to be ex- 
plained from differences, with refpect to ex- 
pofure to air, from the degree of heat or co!d 
: by which the blood is aéted upon, and from 
: the materials of which the veffel is compofed 
i into which it is received. If proper regard be 
paid to thefe circumftances, Mr. Hey imagines, 
| that we may be able to give a fatisfactory fo- 
lution of the query propofed by Dr. Heber- 
den, whether the fizy covering which is often 
feen upon the blood, be of any ufe in direét- 
ing the method of cure. He thinks, that al- 
though the mere appearance of fize on the fur- 
face of the craflamentum, give no certain di- 
rection refpecting the method of cure, yet the 
Dd 2 quane 
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quantity of fize, found in or upon the craffa- 
mentum, which muft be judged of by the 
thicknefs, and denfity of the fizy covering, 
‘ and the tenacity of the craffamentum con- 
i jointly, affords, when compared with the other 


fymptoms of the difeafe, fome ufeful informa- 
tion. 


He confiders the thicknefs of the fizy co- 
vering of the blood, taken by itfelf, as afford- 
ing no evidence of the quantity of coagulable 
lymph which enters it. For, he obferves, that 
in many cafes, this fizy covering is to be con- 
fidered as little more than ferum invifcated fo 
as to take a folid form. And accordingly, in 
fome cafes, this fizy cruft, will, in confequence 
of gentle preflure, iofe above three fourths of 
its weight. Thus it appears, that in reality 
it contains only a very imall proportion of co- 
agulable lymph ; but, he thinks, that a judg- 
ment may always be formed of the proportion 
of coagulable lymph tn blood, from the thick- 
nefs of the fizy coat, and firmnefs of the craf- 
famentum taken together. And from thefe 
circumftances he concludes, that in inflamma- 
tory difeafes there is an encreafe of the quan- 
tity, not a change of the quality of the gluten. : 
While, however, it is on all hands admitted, 

that 
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that there are many different circumftances 
which have effect on the fpontaneous fepara- 
tion of the blood, and have thus a tendency 
either to induce, or prevent, the appearance of 
a fizy covering; fo it muft alfo be allowed, 
that the vifcidity of the craflamentum, will be 
affected, not merely by the quantity of the 
coagulable lymph, but alfo by its nature, and 
by the mode of coagulation. It is, perhaps, 
therefore to be regretted, that this ingenious 
author did not endeavour to afcertain the pro- 
portion of coagulable lymph in the blood, in 
different cafes, by attempting to feparate this 
part of the blood from the red globules and 
ferum, and then weighing the quantity of it, 
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Ve D. Johann Chriftian Gottlieb Akermanns, 


abhandlung uber die kenatnifs, und hieluag des 

| Trifmus, oder des Kinubakkenzwanges, und def- 

Vay fen verfcbiedenen Arten, nebft einer gefchichte der 

i damit verbundenen krankbeiten, und den auf- 
fichten fie zu heilen. 

1. €. 

A Treatife on the Knowledge and Cure of the Trif- 
mus, or Locked Faw, and its different Spectes 5 
together with the Hiftory of the Difeafes con- 
nected with it, and the Method of Cure. By 
Dr. Akerman. 8vo. Nurenburg. 


N the beginning of this work, the author 
afiens his reafons for employing the term 
if trifmus, as the name of the difeafe of which 
| he is to treat, rather than giving it the name 
tetanus, a term more generally ufed. He 
would not, he obferves, have rejected the 
common appellation, had he not been to de- 
{cribe a fpecies of the diftemper to which he 
thought it did not apply. Although the term 
trifmus has been by fome confidered as fignify- 
ing any grating noife of the teeth, yet our au- 
thor here uies it, as expreffing a convulfion of 
the mufcles which move the under jaw. 
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‘Having thus defined the meaning of the 
term trifmus, he next proceeds to confider the 
different kinds of it. He is of opinion, that 
the moft ancient diftinétion is the moft ufeful ; 
that, viz. into the tetanus of the Greeks, or 
rigor nervorum of the Latins, and fpafmos of 
of the Greek, or convulfio of the Latins. 
This diftinétion, which is to be found in the 
earlieft medical writings, is, he obferves, 
pointed out by nature. It is particularly fol- 
lowed by the Stahlian phyficians, who diftin- 
culfhed the tetanus of the Greeks by the name 


of fpafmus tonicus, and the convulfio of the 
Latins, by that of fpafmus clonicus. 


Following this diftin¢tion, he thinks, that 
the firft kind of triimus may be named the 
trifmus tonicus; and he confiders a fpafimodic 
conftriction of the mufcles, which draw the 
under jaw-bone to the upper, in confequence 
of which the jaws remain fhut, and cannot be 
opened, as being the conftant characteriftic 
of this fpecies. This is the locked jaw of the 
Englith, the fpafmus maxillz inferioris of the 
modern phyficians. The characteriftic of the 
fecond kind or trifmus clonicus, is a continual 
fpafmodic motion of the under jaw, owing to 
the mufcles which move it, being at one time 
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contra¢ted by a fpafm, and foon again relaxed. 
This fecond kind of the trifmus, is not, he 
obferves, mentioned by any ancient phyfician, 
unlefs we refer to it the fpafmodic convulfions of 
the face mentioned by Hippocrates. Among 
the moderns, he finds no trace of it, except- 
ing in the writings of Marcellus Donatus. 


After thefe remarks, the author next pro- 
ceeds to confider the different affections referred 
to the heads of trifmus tonicus and clonicus. 
As well from its frequently occurring in prac- 
tice, as from the great danger with which it 
is attended, he confiders as the firft fpecies of 
the trifmus tonicus that which arifes from 
wounds in any part of the body, even when 
they are of the flighteft nature. This fpecies, 
he obferves, is more frequent in hot climates 
than in cold ones, He enumerates as a fecond 
fpecies, that to which new-born infants are 
fubject, particularly at a determined time af- 
ter birth. To a third fpecies he gives the 
name of trifmus lenitus; and as this fpecics 
has not been defcribed by any practical writer, 
he gives the hiftory of acafe of it. In this 
cafe the difeafe is defcribed as having occurred 
in a very flow and propreffive manner, and in 
about three weeks it gradually and impercep- . 
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tibly difappeared as it had come on, without 
any apparent evacuation, or perceptible change 
in the mufcles employed in chewing. The 
fourth fpecies of the trifmus tonicus he terms 
trifmus rheumaticus. The circumftances con- 


netted with it evidently fhew how far it differs 


from all others. It frequently arifes from the 
repulfion of eruptions, from the ftoppage of 


perfpiration, from the palfy, and fimilar caufes. 


The trifmus clonicus make its appearance, 
he obferves, more rarely than the tonicus. In 
enumerating the fpecies of this, he mentions 
as the firft, the trifmus clonicus rheumaticus, 
which he confiders as having a great analogy 
to the trifmus tonicus rheumaricus, both with 
refpeét to the caufes from which it arifes, and 
the degree of danger with which it is atte nied. 
To the fecond fpecies he gives the name of 
trifmus clonicus intermittens, or periodicus, 
in proof of the exiftence of which, he relates 
the hiftory of a cafe in which it took place. 


The laft diftinction which our author en- 
deavours to eftablifh with refpect to this affec- 
tion 1s into idiopathic and fymptomatic. He 
is inclined to confider thofe as idiopathic, 
which, although they may at firft arife from 
wounds, yet continue after the wound is heal- 
ed with the fame violence as before, and are 
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frequently the caufe of death. The trifmus 
clonicus, he obferves, moft frequently appears 
as an attendant of other complaints, and may, 


in general, be confidered rather as fymptoma- 
tic than idopathic. 


After pointing out thefe diftinétions, the 
author next proceeds to treat more particularly 
of the trifmus tonicus, and firft of that fpe- 
cies which arifes from wounds, ‘This fpecies, 
he obferves, is often preceded by frequent 
yawning, flight cough, an uneafy oppreffion 
about the breaft, pain at the back part of the 
tongue, want of appetite, and a difagreeable 
fenfation in the belly. But in other cafes, 
without any of thefe fymptoms, the inability 
to open the mouth, 1s the very firft appear- 
ance. In general, the wound, which is the 
fource of all the complaints, gives very little, 
or rather no pain; and not unfrequently, it is 
completely healed up before the trifmus be- 
gins. In fome inftances, however, the difeafe, 
through its whole courfe is attended with very 
fevere pain in the wounded part. The fpafm 
foon becomes fo violent, that the patient is un- 
able to fwallow any thing but liquids, and al- 
though nothing preternatural can be difcovered 
in the throat, yet the jaws are fo clofely fhur, 
that no power is able to feparate them. In 
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fome inftances, the fpafm extends to the back 
and other parts of the body in fuch a manner, 


that the patient muft continue motionlefs in 


bed. Subfultus tendinum is then a frequent 
circumftance. The fkin is fo ftretched over 
the mufcles which it covers, that it cannot, by 
any means, be elevated from them, as is the 
cafe in a found ftate. The pulfe is flow, irre- 
gular, intermitting, and always weak; the 
breathing is always fomewhat more difficult 
than in a found ftate; but when the fpafm is 
extended to the back this difficulty is very 
much increafed, and attended with a peculiar 
noife. Neither the pulfe, nor any other cir- 
cumftance, give indication of any degree of 
fever. On the contrary, every function of 
the body appears to be affected with a ftate of 
torpor ; for the moft part, the countenance is 
pale, or of an unnatural yellow caft, and its 
expreffions indicate the anguifh to which the 
patient is fubjected. Blood drawn from a vein 
is very little different from that in a natural 
ftate; fometimes, however, it is obferved to 
be of a clearer red colour and more fpungy. 
The patient very rarely fleeps, and when fleep 
does take place, he derives very little refrefh- 
ment from it. In fome cafes there is a flight 
eruption on the fkin, which, however, neither 
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encreafes nor diminifhes the violence of the 
diftemper. 


The duration of this difeafe depends very 
much upon the conftitution of the body af- 
feted, and on the proper application of the 
means of cure. If it attacks one of an irrit- 
able habit and much difpofed to fpafm, it of- 
ten proves fatal in a fhort time, fometimes in 
the fpace of three or four days; but in moft 
cafes, the patient is not cut off till three or 
four weeks from the commencement of the af- 
fection. 


After having given this account of the trif- 
mus traumaticus, our author obferves, that 
the trifmus rheumaticus does not differ from 
it in the principal. circumftances. The pulfe, 
however, is, in general, more full and quick, 

and frequently what would indicate a ftate of 
inflammation. This difeafe ufually continues 
a fhorter time than the former, and the danger 
is lefs alarming. 


In treating of the third fpecies of trifmus, 
which, from its frequently attacking children, 
has been named the trifmus infantilis ; he ob- 
ferves, that it is confidered as being very fatal 
in moft countries, but particularly in warm cli- 
mates, He tells usthat in Guinea, and iome 
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other parts of Africa itis endemic. By the ob- 


_ fervations made in different counties, it appears, 


that children are expofed to this difeafe at differ- 
ent periods after birth; but it principally oc- 
curs between the oth and the 14th day. Itis in 
very rare inftances only that it occurs at a later 
period. In giving the hiftory of this difeafe, 
he obferves, that without any previous heat, 
and, in moft inftances, without any external 
caufe, the child finks into a very unnatural 
wearinefs and fleepinefs, attended with fre- 
quent yawnings; thefe, according to circum- 
ftances, are accompanied fometimes fooner, 
fometimes later, with a difficulty in moving 
the under jaw. This at length increafes to 
fuch a degree, that the mouth is fo much fhut 
as not to admit any food; fometimes, al- 


though the child can open its mouth, there is 


a total inability to fuck or fwallow. The pa- 
tient feels no painful fenfation, and the belly 
is frequently, although not always, fwelled, as 
fome have alledged. The fkin has a pale yel- 
low colour, which is particularly vifible in the 
countenance; the eyes are confufed, and the 
fpafms not unfrequently extend over the body, 
which may be confidered as a fymptom of ap- 


proaching death. The difeafe feldom conti- 
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nues above two, or at moft three, days, in 
thofe cafes in which it proves mortal. But 
when the patient recovers, it is often of longer 
continuance. 


_ After thefe defcriptions of the different fpe- 
cies of trifmus tonicus, our author next de- 
{cribes the trifmus clonicus, which he obferves 
‘differs in fo many refpeéts from the former, 
that it may be confidered as a different kind of 
fpafmodic difeafe. It is, he obferves, lefs fre- 
quent than any of the former, and not fo fa- 
tal. The greateft part of thofe who are af- 
fe&ted with it recover. But it does not end fo 
foon as moft of the kinds of the trifmus to- 
nicus. In fome inftances of this affeétion, the 
lower jaw is in conftant motion without any 
interval ; in others, there are confiderable in- 
termiffions. Differences alfo occur with re- 
{pect to the violence of the fpafins; but he 
confiders the characterizing circumftances as 
confifting in gnafhing of the teeth, or motion 
of the under jaw. 


After thefe obfervations on the hiftory of 
different fpecies of trifmus, he next makes 
fome remarks on the caufes. He obferves, 
that the trifmus tonicus proceeds more fre- 
quently from wounds, than from any other | 

caufe, 
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caufe, in temperate climates; but thefe are 
particularly apt to induce it when the patient 
is at the fame time expofed to warm and moift 
air. The greater the fenfibility of the wound- 
ed part, the more danger there is that the af- 
feétion will prove fatal. Phyficians have in 
general been inclined to fuppofe, that warmth 


and moifture are the caufes of the trifmus in-— 


fantilis, Our author, however, imagines, that 
fome accidental expofure to cold, occuring to- 


gether with thefe, is neceffary for producing 
this affection. 


Another caufe of the trifmus infantylis, he 
imagines, to be want of attention on the part 
of the mother with refpect to her way of liv- 
ing. It may, he thinks, be the effet of a 
fright, or any other accident, which can have 
influence in producing any alteration on the 
ftate of the milk, and thus corrupting the 
nourifhment of the child He thinks that it 
may alfo proceed from fivaddling children too 
clofely, a practice, which he obferves is, be- 
coming lefs frequent. | 


After thefe obfervations on the caufes, he 


next proceeds to treat of the method of 
cure. 
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In the trifmus traumaticus, the general ins 
dications of cure which he lays down are, 


1. To pay the preateft attention to the 
wound, and to avoid every thing which can 
in any degree irritate. 


2. To diminifh the violence of the {pafm, 
both by external and internal applications, 


3. To endeavour to counteract the tendency 
to a general tetanus till the fpafm be entirely 
removed. 


In the trifmus rheumaticus, from whatever 
caufe it may arife, whether from a ftoppage of 
of perfpiration, or from an unnatural confti- 
tution of the fluids, the objects principally to 
be aimed at are, 


_ 1. To procure fleep, and thus to encreafe 
perfpiration. 


2. To obviate the bad confequences which 
may arife from a determination of fluids to 
the internal parts. 


3. To difcharge the foreign ftagnating 
juices, or to lead to a depofition of them in 
fome proper place. 


In the trifmus infantilis, he propofes the 
following indications, 
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1. To correct as much as poffible any bad 
qualities in the milk by proper nourifhment. 


2. To endeavour, by internal means, when 
the violence of the diftemper will admit of it, 
and when that cannot be done by external ap- 
plications, to promote the ufual difcharges. 


3. To prevent as much as poffible the vio- 
lence of the fpafmodic affections. 


After laying down thefe general indications, 
he next makes fome remarks on the particular 
remedies which may be applied with advantage 
to obtain thefe ends. 


In cafes of the trifmus traumaticus, where 
there is reafon to believe that a nerve is 
much injured or lacerated, although not en- 
tirely ruptured ; he advifes, that it be com- 
pletely divided. And among the internal re- 
medies which have been employed againft this 
affection, he puts principal confidence on the 
juice of poppies and opium. 

In the trifmus rheumaticus alfo, he confiders 
the ufe of poppies as being of the greateft fer- 
vice But in thofe cafes which proceed from 
the repulfion of any cutaneous eruption, he 
recommends mercurial friction as being a pre- 
ferable remedy. 
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As the trifmus clonicus proceeds from nearly 
the fame caufes with the trifmus tonicus, the 
mode of treatment is not widely different. But 
as the difeafe is not fo violent, and the danger 
not fo alarming, he does not imagine that it 
will be found fo frequently neceflary to have 
recourfe to the ufe of poppies. On the con- 
trary, in particular inftances it appeared to 
him to be rather produétive of a bad effect. 
After the ufe of purgatives, confifting of rhu- 
baib and fal. polychreft. he exhibited to his 
patients, in this affection, a mixture of fpirit 
of hartfhorn and Hoffman’s anodyne water 
with great advantage. 


He concludes his obfervations on this fub- 
ject, with pointing out the external application 
which may be applied with greateft advantage. 
And he is inclined to think, that among all 
thefe the beft confequences may be expce¢ted 
from mercurial frictions, 


IV. Ex- 
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IV. 


Experiments and Obfervations on Animal Heat, and 
and the Inflammation of combuftible Bodies. Be- 
ing an Attempt to refolve the Phenomena into a 
general Law of Nature. By Adair Crawford, 
A, M. 8vo. London. 


HEN it is confidered that the treatife 

now before us confifts principally of a 
minute detail of experiments, it will naturally 
be concluded that it is impoffible for us to give, 
in every refpect, a proper analyfis of it. The 
doctrines, however, deduced from thefe expe- 
Timents, are in fo many particulars different 
from the opinions generally received by mo- 
dern philofophers, that they may juftly be 
confidered as meriting particular attention; 
efpecially, as they are fupported by numerous, 
and thefe too, apparently, probable arguments. 
We fhall, therefore, endeavour to prefent our 
readers with as full and diftinét a view of Mr. 
Crawford’s opinion as is confiftent with the na- 
ture of our work. 


The author introduces his fubjects by point- 
ing out the different fenfes in which the words 
Ee2 heat 
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heat and fire have been taken. Following Dr. 
Irvine, the ingenious profeflor of chemiftry at 
Glafgow, and fome others, he adopts the term 
abfolute heat, as expreffing the power or ele- 
ment, which when it is prefent to a certain de- 
gree, excites in all animals the fenfation of heat; 
while fenfible heat exprefles the fame power 
confidered as relative to the effeéts which it 
produces. But bodies of different kinds have 
different capacities of containing heat, as is 
exemplified in the cafe of water and antimony. 
In thefe, therefore, the abfolute heat is differ- 
ent when the fenfible heat is the fame. And 
if, with many modern philofophers, we confi- 
der the word fire as expreffing that unknown 
principle, which, when it is prefent to a certain 
degree, excites the fenfation of heat alone; but 
when accumulated to a greater degree, renders 
itfelf obvious to the fight and touch, or pro- 
duces heat accompanied with light, it fignifies 
the fame thing with abfolute heat. 


Having premifed thefe remarks, he next 
prefents the reader with a view of the general 
faéts upon which the expcriments are founded. 
Heat, he obferves, is contained in great quan- 
tities in all bodies when at the common tem- 
perature of the atmofphere. It has a conftant 
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tendency to diffufe itfelf over all bodies, till 
they are brought to the fame degree of fenfi- 
ble heat. And if the parts of the fame homo- 
geneous body have the fame degree of fenfible 
heat, the quality of abfolute heat which they 
contain will be in proportion to their bulk, or 
quantity of matter. 


He confiders the mercurial thermometer as 
being an accurate meafure of the comparative 
quantities of abfolute heat, which are com- 
municated to the fame homogeneous bodies, 
or feparated from them, as long as fuch bo- 
dies continue in the fame form ; that is, if the 
fenfible heat of a body, as meafured by the 
mercurial thermometer, be diminifhed one 
half, one third, or in any given proportion, 
the abfolute heat will be diminifhed in the 
fame proportion. But the comparative quan- 
tities of abfolute heat, which are communi- 
cated to different bodies, or feparated from 
them, cannot be determined in a dire&t mane 
ner by the thermometer. 

After having premifed thefe general faéts, 
the author proceeds, in the fecond feétion, to 
lay before the reader his own experiments on 
animal heat, and on the inflammation of com- 
buftible bodies, He obferves, that experi- 
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ments for determining the comparative quan- 
tities of abfolute heat in bodies, are liable to 
inaccuracy from different caufes; particularly 
from the efcape of heat into the air during the 
time requifite for mixture ; from the mutual 
communication of heat between the veffel and 
the mixture; and from the difference which is 
often obfervable between the heat at the fur- 
face and at the bottom of the mixture. After 
pointing out the precautions by which inaccu- 
racies from thefe fources may beft be avoided, 
he next prefents us with the relation of his 
experiments for determining the abfolute heat 
of the moft common vegetable and animal 
fubftances compared with water. As an ex- 
ample of the method in which thefe experi- 
ments were conducted, we fhall give a detail 
of the firft in his own words, and mention 
merely the refult of the fucceeding ones. 


EXPERIMENT I, 


Air in the room nneeee 


69 
A pound of wheat —— 66 
A peund of water —— 166 


The mixture being agitated for a fhort time 
the temperature at the.end of, 
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Surface. Bottom. Medium. 
Pminute was — 138 — 128 — 133 


2 134 —= 12§ — 1292 
3 —— 122 — 126% 
4 127 —- 120 —= 123% 


The mean temperature of the mixture at the - 
end of one minute was 133, at the end of two 
minutes 1293, at the end of three minutes 
1261. The heat carried off by the air in the 
firft minute, being calculated according to Sir 
Ifaac Newton’s rule, was nearly 3%. If we 
‘add this to 133, we fhall have 1362 for the 
true temperature of the mixture. It was 
proved that the capacity of the veffel for re- 
ceiving heat was to that of water, as 1 to 12". 
In the experiment which we are now confider- 
ing, the veffel was raifed from 66 to 133, or 
67.5, dividing this by 125, we have nearly 
5-5 for the quotient. From this it appears, 
that the water was cooled by the veffel 5 s, or 
the veflel feparated 5.5 degrees from the water. 
The true temperature of the mixture was 1363, 
fubtracting this from 166, we have 294 for the 
remainder. ‘The water was therefore cooled 
293 by the wheat and the veflel together. But 
it was cooled 5.5 by the velfel. It was there- 
fore 


| 
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fore cooled 24 by the wheat. But the wheat 
was raifed from 66 to 1364, or 70.5. It fol- 


lows that the fame quantity of heat which will 
change the temperature of water 24, will change 
that of wheat 7o!l. Therefore the abfolute 
heat of water is to that of wheat as 701 to 24, 
or very nearly as 2.9 to I. 


From fimilar experiments he determines the 
comparative heat of water to be to that of oats 
as 24 to 1; of water to barley as 2.4. to 1; of 
water to beans as 1.6 to 1; of water to the 
lungs of a fheep as 1.3 to 1 ; of water to milk 
as :.4. to 13 and of a mixture of venous and 


arterious blood to water as 25 to 24.4. With- 


out pretending to enter into the inquiry how 
far the method here employed for determining 
the abfolute heat of bodies, can, in any cafe, 
lead to a certain conclufion, we may yet ob- 
ferve, that one obvious objection occurs to all 
the experiments as here related. The differ- 
ent articles, which were the fubject of them, 
were tried in very different circumftances. 
Thus, for example, wheat was tried with the 
air in the room at 69, and the water added to 
it was at 166. Barley was tried with the air 


‘of the room at 60, and the water added to it 
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was at 160. While again, to determine the 
abfolute heat of blood, that fluid was taken at 
98, and the water added to it was at 47 de- 
grees only; and in this trial half a pound only 
of each of the fluids were employed, while in 
all the former ones, a pound of each of the 
fubftances had been ufed. How far experi- 
ments, thus effentially differing from each 
other, can be a proper foundation for any cal- 
culation, future trials muft determine. But it 
would certainly have been much more fatif- 
factory to every reader, who has no opportu- 
nity of repeating the experiments, that the 
different fubftances, whofe abfolute heat is 
compared, had been tried in precifely the fame 
circumftances. 


Thefe experiments, however, Mr. Crawford 
imagines in general prove, that flefh, milk, 
and vegetables, contain lefs abfolute heat than 
water ; and that water contains lefs than blood. 
Blood, therefore, he concludes, contains a 
greater quantity of abfolute heat than the prin- 
ciples of which it is compofed. The remark- 
able accumulation of heat in this fluid, led 
him to fufpect, that it abforbs heat from the 
air in the procefs of refpiration ; and in this 


fufpi- 


| 
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fufpicion he was confirmed by the following 
confiderations. 


1. That thofé animals which are furnifhed 
with lungs, and which continually infpire the 
frefh air in great quantities, have the power of 
keeping themfelves at a temperature confider- 
ably higher than the furrounding atmofphere ; 
but that animals which are not furnifhed with 


re{piratory organs, are very nearly of the fame 
temperature with the medium in which they live. 


2. That among the hot animals thofe are 
the warmeft which have the largeft refpiratory 
organs, and which, confequently, breathe the 
greateft quantity of air in proportion to their 


bulk. Thus the refpiratory organs of birds, 


compared with their fize, are more extenfive 
than thofe of other animals, and birds have 
the greateft degree of animal heat. 


3. That in the fame animal, the degree of 
heat, is, in fome meafure, proportionable to 
the quantity of air infpired in a given time. 
Thus animal heat is encreafed by exercife, and 
by whatever accelerates refpiration. | 


In farther confirmation of this doctrine, our 
author endeavours to demonftrate by experi- 


riment, the following propofitions. ; 
1. That 
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1. That afmofpherical air contains a greater 
quantity of abfolute heat than the air which is 
expired fiom the lungs of animals; and that 
the quantity of abfolute heat contained in any 
kind of air which is fit for refpiration, is very 
nearly in proportion to its purity, or to its 
power of fupporting animal life. 


9. That the blood which paffes from the 
lungs to the heart by the pulmonary vein, con- 
tains more abfolute heat than that which paffes 


from the heart to the lungs, by the pulmonary 
artery. | 


3. That the capacities of bodies for con- 
taining heat are diminifhed by the addition of 
phiogifton, and encreafed by the feparation of 
this principle. 


For a view of the experiments by which 
he attempts to demonftrate thefe propofi- 
tions, we muft refer our readers to the work 
itfelf, And in order to afford full convic. 
tion on this fubject, not only a candid pe- 
rufal of what is related by this ingenious au- 
thor, but a repetition of the experiments alfo, 
both in the manner performed by Mr. Craw- 


ford, and in circumftances fomewhat different, 
would feem to be neceflary. 


But 
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But after endeavouring, in the fecond fec- 
tion to eftablifh thefe important facts, he pro- 
ceeds in the third to offer an explanation of 
animal heat, and of the heat which is pro- 
duced by the inflammation of burning bouies. 
His opinion refpecting the caufe of enimal 
heat, is, that it depends upon a procets fimi- 
lar to a chemical elective attraction. The air 
is received into the lungs, containing a great 
quantity of abiolute heat; the blood is re- 
turned from the extremities high y impreg- 


nated with phlogifton ; the attraction of the 
air to the phlogifton is ereater than that of the 
blood. ‘This principle will therefore leave the 
blood to combine with the air. By the addi- 
tion of the phlogifton, the air is obliged to 
depofit a part of its abfolute heat, and as the 
capacity of the blood is, at the fame moment 
encreafed by the feparation of the phlogifton, 
it will inftantly unite with that portion of heat 
which had been detached from the air. In 
this manner he fuppofes the b‘ood to acquire 
abfolute heat. 


He next obferves, that from Dr. Prieftley’s 
experiments, with refpect to refpiration, it ap- 
pears, that the arterial biood has a firong at- 
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tractton to phlogifton ; it will, confequently, 
he thinks, during the circulation, imbibe this 
principle from thofe parts which retain it with 
leaft force, or from the putrefcent parts of the 
fyftem. And hence the venous blood when it 
returns to the lungs is found to be highly im- 
pregnated with phlogifton. By this impreg- 
nation, its capacity for containing heat is di- 
minifhed; in proportion, therefore, as the 
blood, which had been dephlogifticated by 
the procefs of refpiration, becomes again com- 
bined with phlogifton, in the courfe of cir- 
culation, it will gradually give out that heat 
which it had received in the !ungs, and diffufe 
it over the whole fyftem. Thus, according to 
our author, in refpiration the blood is conti- 
nually difcharging phlogifton, and abforbing | 
heat ; and, in the courte of circulation, it is 
continually imbibing phlogifton, and emitting 
heat. 


He concludes from his experiments, that 
atmofpherical air contains much abfolute heat ; 
that when it is converted into fixed and phlo- 
eifticated air, the greater part of this heat is 

detached, and that the capacities of bodies for 
containing heat are diminifhed by the addition 
of phlogifton, and encreafed by the feparation 


of 


> 

EAR 


of it. Hence he infers, that the heat which 
is produced by combuttion, is derived from 
the air, and not from the inflammable body. 
Thus his doctrine upon the whole is, that at- 
mofpherical air contains in its compofition a 


great quantity of fire. By the feparation of a 
portion of this fire in the lungs, it fupports 
the temperature of the arterial blood, and thus 
communicates that pabulum vite, which is fo 
effential to the prefervation of the animal 
kingdom. And finally, by a fimilar procefs, 
it maintains thofe natural and artificial fires, 


which are excited by the inflammation of com- 
buftible bodies. 


Having delivered this doétrine, he next pro- 
ceeds to explain on this hypothefis the princi- 
pal facts relating to animal heat, and the in- 
flammation of combuftible bodies. On the 
former of thefe f{ubjeéts, he endeavours to fhew 
why breathing animals have a higher tempe- 
rature than thofe who are not furnifhed with 
refpiratory organs; why the animal body has, 
in certain fituations, the power of producing 
cold, or of keeping itfelf at a lower tempera- 
ture than the furrounding medium; why, 
among different animals, thofe are the hottetft 
which breathe the greateft quantity of air; 


why 
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why, in the fame animal, the degree of heat at 
different periods, is, in fome meafure, propor- 
tioned to the quantity of air inhaled in a given 
time ; and finally, why topical inflammations 
are accompanied with unufual heat? But the 
limits of our publication will neither allow of 
our offering any view of thefe, nor of fuggeft- 
ing our doubts with refpect to them. 


For the fame reafcn alfo, we cannot pretend 
to follow him in the folution which he gives of 
the principal facts relating to the combuftion 
of inflammable bodies. We fhall, therefore, 
conclude this fubjeét, by prefenting our rea- 
ders with the account he gives of volcanos, 
which afford us examples of, perhaps, the 


moft tremendous phenomena in nature exhi- 
bited by fire. 


It is found, he obferves, by experiment, 
that the phenomena of an earthquake may 
be imitated by a mixture of iron filings and 
brimftone, made into a pafte with water, and 
buried in the earth. This, he thinks, may 
be accounted for in the following manner. 
The attraétion of phlogifton to she acid of 
fulphur will be diminifhed both by the attrac- 
tion of iron to this acid, and by that of water. 


In 


: 
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In the degree of heat, which is neceffary to | 
the inflammation of fulphur, atmofpherical air 
is capable of feparating the phlogifton from 
the vitriolic acid. And Mr. Crawford thinks 
it probable, that by the affiftance of the iron 
and the water, it may be capable of produc- 
ing this effeét in the common temperature of 
the atmofphere. If this be the cafe, it fol- 
lows, that by the action of the air, which is 
diffufed through the fubftance of the earth, 
upon the phlogifton of the fulphur, and by 
that of the iron and water upon the acid, the 
fulphur will be decompofed ; the air will unite 
with the phlogifton, the iron with the acid, a 
quantity of fire will be difengaged from the 
former, and an inflammable elaftic fluid from 
the latter; and hence a commotion will be 
excited, accompanied with noife, and the 
eruption of a flame refembling the phenomena 
of an earthquake. 


May not, fays he, a fimilar mixture of ful- 
phureous and metallic bodies be produced in 
confequence of the changes which take place 
in the bowels of the earth? May not thefe 
bodies be brought into contact with the water 
and atmofpherical air which are diffufed through 
the earth’s fubftance, or lodged in cavities 
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beneath its furface. By the action of the air 


upon the phlogifton, and of the water and the 
ore upon the acid, may not the fulphur be de- 
compofed as in the mixture of iron filings and 
brimftone. In this cafe, a quantity of fire will 
be difengaged, and an elaftic vapour produced ; 
the Jatter of which, by its fudden expanfion, 
will excite a commotion in the bowels of the 
earth ; and will, at length force its way through 
the fuperincumbent ftrata. 


If much combuftible matter be lodged in 
regions where the fubterraneous fires have been 
kindled, and if -this matter be mixed with at- 
mofpherical air, or with fubftances, which, by 

“ the application of heat, produce a fluid which 
is capable of maintaining fire, the inflamma- 
tion may be augmented to a prodigious de- 
gree ; and the rarified vapours may carry alone 
with them in their afcent, a great quantity of 
ignited materials abounding with phlogifton ; 
by the expofure of which the phlogifton will 
be difcharged, and the flame extended through 
a large tract of air, In this manner, he thinks, 
we may account for volcanos, thofe awful in- 
ftances of combuftion, which are exhibited by 
nature in the fofil kingdom. And upon the 


Vor. VI. No. 24. et whole, 
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he concludes, that a variety of important facts 
are produced in the univerfe, in confequence 
of the mutual oppofition of fire and phlo- 
eifton. 


How far future experiments, and folid rea- 
foning will ferve to confirm or refute this hy- 
pothefis, we cannot take upon us to determine. 
But from the ingenuity and judgment with 
which the author has fupported it, as well as 
from the importance of the fubject, it may 
juftly be confidered as meriting particular at- 
tention. And if the doétrine which Mr. Craws 
ford has propofed, and has with fo much abi- 
lity fupported, fhall be confirmed by the ob- 
fervations Gf others, it will afford a new and 
moft extenfive field of inveftigation for every 
vhilofophical inquirer, 


VI. 


Obfervasious le Contrepoijon du Corvofif, 
par. M. Dumonceau, Medecia Peitponiaire de 
la Ville de Touraai & des Hopitaux. Viae Four- 
nal de Medecin. 12020. Paris 1778+ 


T H E dreadful effects which have nor un- 


frequently been obferved to refult from 
corrofive fublimate, render it an object of very - 
| great 
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great importance to prattitioners to be ac- 
quainted with antidotes, by which the influ- 
ence of this poifon may be moft effectually 
counteracted. And thefe particularly deferve 
notice, when from trials, in actual practice, 
they have been found to be attended with fuc- 
cefs. Inacafe, treated by Mr. Dumonceau, 
fuch a favourable termination was happily ob- 


tained by means of the timely ufe of fal ab- 
finthit. 


A man of a robuft habit of body, and fan- 
puine temperament, in the fortieth year of his 
age, took one evening, about ten o’ciock, a 
confiderable quantity of corrofive fublimate, 
which happened to be in his houfe, and which 
had been procured for poifoning rats. He 
{wallowed it, after mixing it in a glafs of beer. 
Jhe inftant after he had had taken it, his 
mouth, cefophagus, and ftomach, were very 
much affected by its cauftic powers. Inflam- 
mation of the mouth, and a burning heat in 
the region of the ftomach, attended with ex- 
cruciating pain, foon fucceeded to the firft im- 
preffion of the corrofive fublimate. Thefe 
feelings were quickly propagated through the 
whole inteftinal canal, and were there attended 
with as fevere pains as thofe of the ftomach. 

F f2 Soon 
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Soon after, his countenance was very mucha 
{welled, and became of a crimfon red colour, 
and his eyes were fparkling. He was affected 
with anxicty about the precordia, im- 
quietude and conftant toffing. Amidft thefe 
fymptoms, his pulfe became feverifh and fmall. 
In this fituation, an emetic was given him in 
a glafs of water, but it had little effect in pro- 
ducing vomiting, arid the pains, which were 
before very violent, feemed to be augmented. 
When the patient was in this fituation, Mr. 
Dumonceau was called in, who, with the view 
of decompofing the metallic falt, imme- 
diately exhibited to this patient, a dram 


of the falt of wormwood, in a glafs of water, 


He fubjoined to it alfo the ufe of infpifants, 
with the view of involving the acid particles. 
Upon thefe meafures the pains were fomewhat 
abated, yet they returned at intervals with 
ereat fiverity, and fymptoms occurred which 
feemed to threaten a corrofion of the internal 
membrane of the ftomach and inteftines; for 
the matters difcharged by ftool were obferved 
to be tinged with blood. Yet Mr. Dumon- 
ceau, as well as Mr. Planchen, who was alfo 
called in, agreed in the propricty of continu- 
ing the medicine; and, accordingly, two 
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drams of the fal abfinthii, in two ounces of 
incraflant decoétion, were exhibited to hiin. 
From this he felt very diftinétly confiderable 
rclief ; and although the pains returned from 
time to time with violence, yet they became 
by degrees more eafy, and by the next morn- 
ing, a calm had, as it were, fucceeded to the 
ftorm. Al] the alarming fymptoms had now 
difappeared, but there ftill remained a painful 
fenfation through the whole tract of the ali- 


mentary canal, and the patient complained of 
general weaknefs and laffitude. 


The author, after giving this detail of the 
cafe, which had thus a happy termination, 
fubjoins a few remarks on this fubject. He 
obferves, that a knowlege of chemical affini- 
tics points out the propriety of this prac- 
tice. The fixed alkali, by its attraction to the 
muriatic acid, the union of which with mer- 


cury forms corrofive fublimate, quickly com- 
bines with this acid. Upon this, one part of 
the mercury is precipitated in the form of a 
mercurial calx, and the other part is reduced 
to the ftate of mercurius dulcis But neither 
mercurius dulcis, nor calx of mercury, in a 
{gall quantity, are highly pernicious to the 

ani- 
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animal occonomy. From the union again of 
the fixed alkali with the marine acid, which 
alfo takes place, a febrifuge falt is formed, from 
which no danger can be apprehended. 


Traitement dune Affettion Soporeufe, par M. Boyer, 
Med. Correfpond. dela Societé Royal de Medecine. 
Vid. Gazette de Santé Année 1778. 410. Paris. 


R. Boyer introduces his obfervation on 

the fingular and alarming cafe which 
he has here related, by remarking, that he 
puts very little confidence on fpecifics in gene- 
ral, and leaft of all on thofe which are highly 
extolled. For this very circumftance is fuffi- 
cicnt, he thinks, to render them fufpected. 
Notwithftanding thefe general fentiments, 
however, he reckons it but juftice to give a 
fair and candid account of what paffed under his 
own obfervation, refpeéting the ufe of the vola- 
tile alkaii fluor, which has of late been highly 
celebrated at Paris in all the public papers. 


A young woman, i in the eighteenth year of her 
age, of a delicate habit of body, and, in fome 
degree, fubjeéted to rachitis ; being upon a 
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vifit to a relation was, about three in the after- 
noon, fuddenly attacked with violent convul- 
fions. Thefe were attended with foaming at 
the mouth, and total lofs of fenfe. In this 
fituation fhe was put into bed, and Mr. Boyer 
was fent for. Before he came, the convulfive 
motions had entirely ceafed; he found the 
pulfe of his patient regular but weak. Her 
extremities were cold, and fhe was affected 
with a found fleep, from which fhe could not, 
by any means, be rouzed. 

‘The fymptoms which were defcribed to him, 
he confidered as indicating an epileptic fit. But 
he was informed, that fhe had never before 
been affected with any thing which could give 
the leaft fufpicion of that difeafe. He was 
told alfo, that the evening before fhe had 
paffed fome worms, and had eat at dinner a 
confiderable quantity of chefnuts. 


After the ufe of feveral external ftimuli, com- 


monly employed in fuch circumffances, without — 


effect, he judged it neceflary to exhibit a vomit. 
This was given her from a {poon, but not with- 
out a good deal of difficulty, her teeth being very 
clofe together. The vomit produced violent 
ftraining, but was accompanied with very lit- 
tle evacuation. It had, however, no influ- 


ence in the removal of her ftate of torpor. 
Ff 4 He 
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He then employed, in fucceffion, irritating 
ciyflers, and a variety of antihyfteric medi- 
cines, with no better effcct. At length, on 
the third day from the attack, a large blifter 
was applied between her fhoulders, The blif- 
ter rofe well, and during its action fhe was ob- 
ferved to figh, but gave no other fign of fen- 
bility. 

All thefe meafures having proved fruitlefs, 
and the affection having now continued to the 
fifth day, the torpor and other apoplectic fymp- 
toms being nothing diminifhed, and the pulfe 
becoming more weak, he refolved upon a trial 
of the volatile alkali fluor, which he confiders, 
however, as nothing elfe than the volatile fpi- 
rit of fal ammoniac, which has for a very long 
time been commonly ufed in medicine in fimi- 
lar cafes. Almoft immediately after the firft 
{poonful, the patient was evidently much agi- 
tated, and cried out, fhe was poifoned, and muft 
inftant!y have fome water. Cold water was given 
her, but foon after taking it fhe fell into the 
fame flupor as before. Next morning another 
dofe was given her, the immediate effect of 
which was the fame as the evening before; but 
with this difference, that after being roufed 
from the flupor, it did not again return. The 

patient 
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patient complained only of pain of her head, 
which, however, gradually left her, and fhe 
foon recovered her former health. 


Having given this relation of the cafe, Mr. 
Boyer next ftates fome queries on this fubject. 
He afks, how the volatile alkali can here be 
fuppofed to aét. Does it operate, fays he, asa 
{pecific ? Did it remove the caufe of the com- 
plaint ? But what was the caufe? And what- 
ever it was, could it be fuppofed to be de- | 


ftroyed in an inftant ? It can hardly, he thinks, 
be here fuppofed to have operated as a ftimulus, 
fince before that, he had employed ftimulants 
both externally and intcrnally, frictions, eme- 
tics, blifters, &c. without any good effec, - 
He concludes with obferving, that whatever 
may be the cafe, and however decifive this fact 
may appear in favour of the volatile alkali, yet 
as he had before the misfortune to entertain 
doubts with regard to its efficacy, and as he 


thinks it not impoffible that the other reme- 
dies may have contributed to the fuccefs, he 
promifes to take the firft opportunity of re- 
peating this practice in fimilar cafes. And it 
is to be hoped that he will communicate the 
sefult of his trials to the public. 


SECT, 


. 


v4 we 


= 


on 


ECT. I. 


Medical Obfervations. 


I, 


A Cafe of Hydrocephalus, by Dr. Robert Butiey 
Remmett, Phyjician at Plymouth. 


T is exceedingly to be lamented that, in a 

&. fcience of fo much importance to mankind 
as is that of medicine, conclufions are fre- 
quently formed at random, and thus handed 
down from century to century, without the 
fmalleft inquiry into the arguments by which 
they may be fupported. When we have at 
Jaft, however, been induced by accident, or 
fome more laudable motive, to examine the 
grounds of our opinions, we have too often 
| had 
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had abundant reafon to regret our former neg- 
ligence, and wonder at the ignorance with 
which we have fo long perfifted in the moft 
dangerous practices. The prefent approved 
method of treating the fmall-pox, and feveral 
other diforders, would fufficiently evince the 
truth of this obfervation; but I have been 
more particularly led to it by a cafe of hydro- 
cephalus, for which I was lately confulted. 
The event was indeed fatal, but as the difor- 
der is not very common, and the method of 
. treatment is new, .and contrary to the exprefs 
prohibition of fome other phyficians, I think 
it my duty to offer it to the faculty, and fhall 
be very happy if thefe curfory obfervations 
lead fome more able practitioners to improve 


upon the hints I fhall now throw out to them. 


A.B. was born, after a natural labour, Au- 
guft 9, 1778, and being examined, was found — 
to have a very large head, with the futures of 
the cranium very open, and an evident fluc- 
tuation of fome fluid within it. From this 
time, to the age of two months, the diforder 
advanced very confiderably, and then I was. 
confulted, and found, befides the former 
fymptoms, the eyes of the child much pro- 
truded, and ftarting, as it were, from the © 


head. 
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head. Inevery other refpect fhe was perfectly 


healthy, and a very ftrong girl. 


The gradual progrefs cf the diforder, the 
fluctuation of a fluid at the futures of the cra- 


nium, and the abfence of every anafarcous ap- 


pearance, left me no doubt that there was 
an accumulation cf water between the dura 


pia mater. 


To difcover a probable mcthod of cure was 
not fo eafy a matter; but having learnt from 
a fimilar, as well as from the prefent cafe, that 
little or nothing was to be expected from ail 
the ordinary remedies of dropfy, and that no 
relief could be obtained from the application 
of blifters, which appeared to me to be the 
moft probable means of cure, I determined, 
in conjunction with Mr. J. Woolcombe, an 
excellent furgeon of this town, to try what 
might be done by a cautious and gradual ex- 


traction of the water. Having chofen a place, 


at the opening of the futures, where we might 
be fure to avoid the finuffes of the dura mater, 
and have a depending orifice, a fimall punc- 
ture was carefully made with a lancet, and ten 
ounces of a clear pellucid fluid were drawn off 


the firft time, wh: ch was on the 7th of Oftober. 


To 
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To-obviate any inconvenience that might have 
arifen from leffening the preffure on the brain, 
we kept our hands conftantly and equally ap- 
plied all over the head during the operation, 
and afterwards rolled on a tight bandage. 
This being a new operation, we thought it 
neceflary to obferve the greateit caution, and 


were thercfore unwilling to take off more than 


ten ounces, till we might be enabled to form 
a better judgment of the confequences, but as 
the child was not, in the fmatleit degree, dif- 
ordered by the evacuation, we afterwards de- 
termincd to repeat it from time to time, as 
circumftances might require. 


On the gth of October we accordingly took 
off twelve ounces inore; and on the yza2th 
fourteen ounces; by this time the futures were 
clofe, and the appearance of the head was al- 
moft natural, our little patient being fiill in 
good health. The fecretion in this, as in moft 
other dropfical affections, went on, however, 
in fpite of the evacuation; but it was not till 
the oth of November that we thought it ne- 
ceflary to make another puncture, and as the 
bead was then but moderately enlarged, we 
drew off only twelve ounces. By the 7th of 
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December, the difeafe had made a more rapid 
progrefs, and then we drew off thirty-two 
ounces before the head could be reduced to a 
natural appearance ; the child was all this 
while perfeétly healthy, and continued fo till 
the 24th of December, when, without any ap- 
parent reafon, at the diffance of feventeen days 
from the laft operation, fhe fuddenly fell into 


an atrophy, in which fhe lingered to the 4th 
of January, when fhe died. 


It was particularly fortunate for me that her 
death did not happen fooner ; but as it may yet 
be fufpected that her end was haftened by my 
treatment of her, and the confequent admiffion 
of air to the tender meninges of the brain, Ithink 
it neceflary to affure my readers that the punc- 
ture being made in the moft fimple manner was 
always found again, and fcarce vifible after a 
day or two, and never difcovered the flighteft 
appearance of inflammation. So little reafori 
is there to imagine that the wound was ever 


- produttive of any bad effects; but every idea 


of this kind muft be totally removed by the 
fubfequent diffection, from which it appeared 
that there was not the leaft trace of any previous 
inflathmation. But that my patient had fd 
many other evils to encounter, that it was truly 
wonderful fhe could live and thrive fo long. 

| The 
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The next morning after her death, being 
permitted to infpect her head, we found, to 
our great aftonifhment, the whole cavity of 
the cranium full of this clear, pellucid fluid, 
of which we colleéted about two quarts. The 
dura mater, with its proceffes; was entire; but 
we could not at firft difcover any appearance 
of brain, and after the moft minute examina- 
tion, we could only trace the medulla oblon- 
gata defcending into the fpine; and behind the 
orbits of the eyes a very fmall quantity of a 
medullary. fubftance, indiftinétly refembling 
that of the brain; what we faw, however, was 
quite entire, and covered by the pia mater, 
and I have already remarked, that the fluid 
was perfectly clear and pellucid, fo we had 
not the leaft reafon to adopt the opinion of 
Morgagni, who endeavours to prove that in all 
fuch cafes the abfence of brain muft have arifen 
from its diffolution in the prevernatunal fluid 
contained in the cranium. 


In Bonetus, as well as in Morgagni, fimilar 
diffe€tions are to be met with. It is not, there- 
fore, to excite the aftonifhment of my readers, 
or becaufe I fuppofe this to be a new cafe, that I 
relate it. My only wifh is to ca!! the attention 
of the faculty to this very important difeafe ; 

that 
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that by repeated diffections it may be known 


‘in what ftate the cavity of the cranium is ge- 


nerally found, in thofe who die of this fpecies 
of hydrocephalus. Should it often appear as 
I faw it, every idea of cure muft be banifhed 
from our thoughts ; but fhould it on the con- 
trary be happily difcovered, that mine was an 


an unfavourable cafe, and that the brain itfelf 


is not fo materially difordered in moft inftances 
of this difeafe, I think I have fhewn that the 
evacuation of the water is perfectly fafe, and 
that it may aseafily be made as by the com- 
mon paracentefis of the abdomen. 


How far the laft operation is itfelf proper 
has, indeed, been doubted by fome; but if 
there has been a fingle cure promoted by it, 
(and many fuch may, I am fure be produced) 
fhould we not be much more inclined to have 
recourfe to a fimilar operation, in a difeafe, the 
confequences of which are idiotifm, and a train 
of evils, the greateft and moft deplorable to 
which humanity is fubject. 
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The Hiftory of a fingular Cafe of Rabies Canina 
terminating favourably, by the late James Til- 
ton, M. D. of Dover-County, on the Delaware; 
communicated to Dr. Duncan by Mr. William 
Grifley, Student of Medicine. 


N June laft, I vifited Mrs. K. aged forty- 
feven years; fhe had been in June, eigh- © 
teen years before that, bit by a mad dog; her 
hufband being a phyfician, immediately {cari- 
fied the flight wound in her ancle made by the 
dog’s tooth, and applied a cauftie to it. He 
gave her alfo fuch medicines as he thought 
beft. During his life-time, for feventeen years 
after the accident, the wound on her leg fre- 
quently broke out into a running fore, efpecially 
every fpring of the year; he always promoted : 
the difcharge from the wound by proper digef- | 
tives, until it inclined to heal up of itfelf, and ) 
then he would let it cicatrize, and befides this, 


every {pring he took fome blood and gave her 
a mercurial purge or two. 


After his death, thefe precautions being 
neglected, the firft {pring (or rather early in the 
Vor. VI. No. 24. G g fum- 
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fummer) following, the parts about the cica- 
trix fwelled and grew painful, but did not 
break out into a rurfning wound. She bathed 
her leg in fome warm bath, but omitted the 
b¥eding and phyfic fhe had been ufed to in 
the fpring-time. Soon after, fhe found herfelf 
ftrangely difordered in a manner fhe could not 
defcribe ; but foas to make her very reftlefs 
and uneafy, and affected her mind with a kind 
of fearfulnefs and diftrefs, that was altogether 
unaccountable. This had not lJafted above a 
day or two before fhe awoke in the night, rav- 


- ing mad with a frothing at the mouth, fre- 


quent convulfions about the ftomach, throat, 
and face, and the moft horrible dread of wa- 
ter. She was found in this condition about 
one o'clock in the morning, on the roth of 
June laft, when the two moft adjacent phyfi- 
cians being called in, a bliftering plafter was 
applied to the old cicatrix, and fhe was blood- 
ed to the quantity of fixteen ounces; but as 
fhe was incapable of fwallowing any thing, no 
more was done for her at this time. 


Blooding moderated her raving ; but fo far 
was her mind from being reftored to right rea- 
fon, that the nighi following, fhe broke away 
from her attendants, ftripped herfelf naked, 


and 
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and ran out into the fields. It happened, 
however, to rain that night, and her abhor- 
rence of the water forced her to return to the 
houfe again where fhe continued, to appeat- 
ance, very mad, and very fearful, till day- 
light, none of the family daring to approach 
her for fear of injury. As foon as it was light, 
fhe fet off for the woods moft adjacent, but be- 
ing purfued by fome women they took her, 
put a fhift on her, and tied her down in bed. 


On the 21ft of the month above mentioned, 
happening to be in the neighbourhood, I vi- 
fited her out of curiofity rather than from the 
expectation of doing her any fervice. I found 
her in a reftlefs agony, that went off with con- 
vulfions about the ftomach, throat, and face, 
which occafioned feveral mouthfuls of a frothy 
faliva to be put out involuntarily. After this, 
fhe had an interval of reafon, in which fhe could 
talk rationally, though much difturbed by an 
uncommon anxiety, which fhe faid, could 
not be defcribed ; and thus exacerbations and 
remiffion of her diforder returned one after an- 
other continually, fhe had not fo much as 
fwallowed her fpittle fince the 19th; and to 
ufe her own expreffion, had not even the mo- 
tion of {wallowing ; her countenance appeared 
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florid and fanguine, her refpiration quick and 
laborious, her pulfe full, and but little more 
quick than natural; her tongue was much 
{welled, and a frothy matter refted conftantly 
about her lips, which fhe {pit carelefsly about 
on every fide. She could not bear the name 
of water to be mentioned to her by any other 
perfon, though fhe would fometimes cry out, 
Water, herfelf. The fight of a fpoon, or the 
noife of the well-pole, would throw her into 
convulfions. She would fometimes complain 
vehemently of thirft, and call for water; but 
when the cup was offered, fhe: would fall into 
convulfive agonies, with ravings. I happened 
to mention warm bath as a fuirable remedy ; 
fhe inftantly cried out, Don’t mention water, 
oh! water, water, terrible water; fcreamed 
in the moft hideous manner, was convulfed all 
over, put out mouthfuls of frothy faliva, and 
calmed again. All thefe actions feemed to be 
involuntary. In her intervals of reafon, fhe 
would beg the by-ftanders to keep off from 
her, for her inclination was good to hurt any 
of them fhe could. 


Both the other phyficians who had feen her, 
plainly difcovered their defpondency of her re- 
covery; and the patient was ftill farther con- 

vinced 
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vinced of certain death, by what her hufband 
had told her in his life-time, in whom fhe pro- 
feffed implicit faith. I therefore found it a — 
fruitlefs tafk to perfuade her to ufe any reme- 
dies whatever, until an old friend of mine, 
diftinguifhed by his benevolence above all his 
eood qualities, called at the houfe in confequence 
of my vifit, which he had heard of. He related 
a cafe from the London Magazine, in which 
the patient was recovered from a dreadful hy- 
drophobia, by falling from a high place, 
wounding the temporal artery, and bleeding 
almoft to death; he, therefore, earneftly re- 
conimended a large bleeding, and I took oc- 
cafion, at the fame time to obferve, that a 
doubtful remedy was better than none. By 
the good old man’s importunity, rather than 
my reafoning, fhe at length confented to be 
blooded, and I immediately took between 20 
or 30 ounces. From the time the blood began 
to run, fhe became calm, and by the evening, 
without any other help, was able to drink 
fome milk, which, however, fhe chofe to be 
four rather than frefh. 


Next morning (the 22d) I vifited her again, 
and found her quite calm and fenfible ; fhe had 
no raving fits fince the day before, had been 
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rarely convulfed, and that in a flight degree ; 
and what was more pleafing than all the reft, 
fhe was able to drink four whcy, though fhe 
did not like to hear of water. There was now 


no froth about her mouth, fhe breathed eafily 


and naturally while quiet, but feemed a little 
agitated with a kind of panting after talking ; 
which, fhe faid, gave her pain. The {welling 
of her tongue had gone down, but fhe com- 
plained of a burning heat in her ftomach ; her 


pulfe was rather fmallcr but not quicker than 
natural. 


_ Being now encouraged to hope for longer 
life, fhe confented to whatever fhould be ad- 
viled. Several of the faculty being prefent, 
we foon agreed that bleeding fhould be re- 
peated, which I immediately performed ad de- 
iiquum ; after this a bolus of five grains of 
calomel was given, to be purged off with an 
ounce of Glauber’s falts, diffolved in four 
whey, an hour afterwards; but the falts being 
rejected by her ftomach, a dofe of jalap, in 
the form of a bolus, was fubftituted. This oc- 
cafioned her firft to vomit a quantity of green 
flimy matter, and afterwards purged her. Af- 
ter the purge, an anodyne bolus of opium, 
camphor, and caftor, was directed, but gp 
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of her attendants would prevail on her to take 
it; for fhe faid opium always difagreed with 
her, and her hufband had altogether difap- 
proved of her taking it fome time before his 
death. Mercurial fri€tions were alfo advifed, 
and a plafter of galbanum and opium to be 
applied to her throat and jaws, and thefe were 
done accordingly. The wound on her leg was 
renewed by a blifter, and dreffed with an oint- 
ment gently efcharotic, to promote the dif- 
charge from it. The patient being at a confider- 


able diftance from my place of refidence, I did 


not fee her again till the 24th, I then found 
her fo calm and reafonable it was unneceflary 
to confine her. She complained of great weak- 
nefs and lownefs of fpirits, a ficknefs at fto- 
mach, and the burning heat continued, but 
iower down in her bowels. She had no appe- 


tite, and what little whey fhe took (which was 


the only food fhe had taken fince the 22d) lay 
heavy on her ftomach. She was now and then 
feized with a convulfive fob or two, and flight 
{pafms of the mufcies of the head and eyes, 
-efpecially if fhe talked much, which alfo oc- 
cafioned the panting in her breath above men- 
tioned. Her pulfe was weak and fmall. The 
{mall quantity of mercury, direéted on the 
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22d, had made her mouth fore, and caufed 
her to fpit a little. She appeared to the at- 
tendants to fleep moderately, but fhe declared 
fhe had no good found fleep, that her imagi- 
nation was always difturbed, and that fhe had 
a ftrange propenfity to think fhe fhould be bet- 
ter, and even well, if fhe could get into the 
woods alone. 


It was now carneftly recommended to her, 
that fhe fhould fup frequently of any liquid 
nourifhment, fhe approved off, at 
Jeaft every hour; that a glyfter of decoct. 
alth. vinegar and oil, with a little nitre, fhould 
be adminiftred night and morning ; and if fhe 
could not venture to take opium by the mouth, 
that fixty drops of liquid Jaudanum fhould be 
added to the evening glifter. By help of the 
mercurial friction, the prefent degree of fpit- 
ting was to be kept up, a plafter of Ther. Ve- 
net. was ordered to the ftomach, and in cafe 
a delirium fhould happen, bleeding was ad- 
vifed. 

On the 2gth, I vifited her again, and found 
the glyfters before directed had been altogether 
neglected through a miftaken modefty ; and 
the reft of our advice had not been much 
more regarded ; a little of the mercurial oint- 

ment 
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ment had been once or twice rubbed on, and 
the plafter of Venice treacle was applied to 
ker ftomach, but this laft being fufpeéted for 
a delirium that came on foon after, it was ex- 
changed for fome pounded rue. After this, 
fhe again fell into a flight delirium, but was 
inftantly relieved by bleeding. Her fon, who 
blooded her, told me, her blood appeared 
blacker, or darker coloured, than in either of 
the former bleedings, but that a confiderable 
portion of it changed into ferum upon ftand- 
ing. He alfo gave her fome affa foetida and 
caftor, which feemed to have a good effect 
upon her {pirits. 


Notwithftanding her neglect drinking 
freely, and moft of the advice given at my 
preceeding vifit, except bleeding, the now ap- 
peared quite compofed, without any of her 
convulfive fobs, or the leaft fpafmodic affec- 
tion, though fhe faid thefe troubled her fome- 
times at night. Her abhorrence of water was 
now quite gone, fo that fhe could drink it with- 
out any emotion. She, however, ftill felt 
fome degree of that burning uneafinefs in her 
bowels, complained of a lownefs and oppref- 

reffion of fpirits, and that her mind was ftill 
liable to fearfulnefs and ftrange impreffions of 
imagi- 
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imagination, which fhe had not the power to 
controul. 


After remonftrating againft her negligence, 
I advifed a repetition of three grains of merc, 
dulc. over night, to be purged off next morn- 
ing with fome fenna and falts ; that fhe fhould 
fup more frequently and plentifully of fome 
Viquid nourifhment than fhe had done; that 
fhe fhould be familiar in wafhing with water 
as well as drinking of it; and, as foon as fhe 
was able, that fhe fhould remove to a convec- 
nient place, and ufe the cold bath. 


Some days after this fhe fell into a fligh: 
delirium, and bit the arm of one of her at- 
tendants, but was inftantly relieved as ufual 
by bleeding, which was her refource in every 
inftance of emergency; and was certainly the 
principal remedy in bringing about a happy 
‘cure. From this time fhe had no return of 
her diforder, but began to recover from that 
weak and low ftate, which fafting, evacuating 
medicines, and large blecdings had reduced 
herto. I have taken frequent occafions to vi- 
fit her within thefe three months paft, and find 
no traces of her madnefs Icft. It is true, fhe 
recovercd but flowly from her weak and Jaa- 
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guid condition, and her health has never been 
quite fo vigorous fince as before. This, how- 
ever, was probably owing to an obftinacy in 
her temper, which made her always rejeét the 
better half of thofe helps that were recom- 
mended to her. The cold bath in particular, 
fhe conftantly evaded, though frequently re- 
commended with the greateft importunity. 


This woman was always of a very hyfterical 
habit, whence an ingenious young gentleman 
of the faculty, took occafion to obferve, that 
pofibly all her complaints might arife from 
that fource, that the hyfteric affection counter- 
feited all other diforders, and why not the hy- 
drophobia. But does not the preceding hif- 
tory evince to the contrary? We may ob- 
ferve, the diforder took its firft rife in the 
wounded part of the leg, from whence it made 
a gradual progrefs according to the ufual courfe 
of the canine poifon, and broke out into vio- 


lence during fleep, rather than when-fhe was | 


awake. Her being cured, 1s no evidence her 
diforder was not from infeCtion, nor the long 
interval between the bite and its effects, for 
we have authentic hiftories to prove that both 
are poffible, 
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The Hiftory of a Cafe of Afcites, remarkable for the 
Quantity of Water drawn off by Tapping. By 
Dr. William Scott, Phyfician in Hawick. 


Woman, in the thirty-fifth year of her age, 
A when in the feventh month of preg- 
nancy, had a violent bilious colic. Her belly 
was coftive, and exceffively fwelled, attended 
with great thirft ; but upon the adminiftration 
of two or three emollient injections, the ope- 
ration of which gave relief, and drinking a 
quantity of water-gruel which brought on vo- 
miting, the fymptoms were mitigated. About 


three days after her delivery, which was natu- 
ral, fhe was again feized with the colic; bug 
upon the repetition of the injections, and a 
dofe of facred tincture, fhe was again relieved. 
Upon feeling her belly, I found a hardnefs in 
the right fide, all along under the fhort ribs, 
which plainly demonftrated that the liver was 
{chirrhous. 


For five months after delivery fhe had a re- 
‘turn of ‘the colic every fourth or fifth week. 
About this time the child was ordered to be 


weaned. Onc month after this fhe had fymp- 
| toms 
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toms of the catamenia, which terminated in 
the colic without any difcharge from the uterus. 


The colic returned regularly, always about 
the time of menftruation for three months ; 
from this time her belly began to fwell, ac- 

companied with coftivenefs and fcarcity of 
urfine. To remove the fwelling of her belly, 
which evidently cepended on a collection of 
water, the operation of the paracentefis was 
performed, and from February 1777, to May 
1778, 928 pints of water were drawn off at 
twenty-four fuccefive tappings at different in- 
tervals, as will appear from the fubfequent 
table. The water, for the firft four times was 
limpid, refembling whey. Afterwards it be- 
came muddy, and for the laft five times ie 
feemed to confift principally of purulent mat- 
ter. Upon the death of this patient, which 
happened foon after the twenty-fourth tapping, 
the following appearances were difcovered on 
diffection, ‘The omentum was almoft entirely 
gone; the liver, uterus, and ovaria, were ina 
fchirrhous ftate; the myfenteric glands were 
very much enlarged, and upon being cut open, 
feemed to contain purulent matter. The right 
kidney was in its natural ftate, but the left was 
much enlarged, and the ureter thickened in its 
COATS. 
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coats. The coats of the colon and reétum 


were alfo much thickned, 
neighbouring parts. 


No. of Times. |Weeks. | Pints. 


co 
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24 | 
Total of Water 928 | 


and adhered to the 


The firft column 
marks the number 
of times for which 
the tapping was per- 
formed. The fe- 
cond the number of 
weeks intervening 
between each parti- 
cular operation and 
the preceding one. 
And the third, the 
quantity of water, in 
Englith pints, drawn 
off at each opera- 
tion. 
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IV. 


The Hiftory of an uncommon Cafe in Midwifery, by. 
Mr. William Spier, Surgeon, of Ardeey 
County of Lowth, Ireland, communicated to Dr. 
Duncan. 


| Was in the morning of the 21ft of March 
laft called to the affiftance of M. R. a poor 


“woman in this town, who was in labour of her | 


firft child; fhe was twenty years old, of a fmall 
ftature, and with a narrow pelvis; but with- 
out any other apparent deformity. ‘The mid- 
wife, who attended her from the beginning of 
her illnefs, informed me, that the woman had 
come to her full time, and had been in labour 
for the five preceding days; fhe faid her pains 
had been much ftronger and more fevere fince 
yefterday evening than before; that the mem- 
branes were not as yet broken, nor the waters 
difcharged ; but that in place of them, putrid 
coagulated blood had continued to flow abun- 
dantly from the vagina for half an hour. 


As foon as I came, I was immediately fo- 
licited to try fome method of delivering the 
woman, who was now fomewhat exhaufted by 

the 
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the violence of the flooding. I was not a lit- 
tle furprifed upon touching, to examine the 
progrefs of her labonr, and endeavour to find 
out what might be uncommon in her cafe, to 
difcover a large tumor, foft to the touch, and 
of a longitudinal form, covering the os inter- 
num. I at firft miftook this tumour for the 
membranes, and I imagined the flooding to 
proceed from fome mifmanagement of the 
midwife; but, upon a more minute examina- 
tion, to find out tie fource of the flooding, I 
difcovered it to proceed from the tumor. I 
found alfo that this tumor was divided near its 


middle, by a pretty thick membrane into two 
feparate facs. As the woman was now grown 


Janguid, and her pulfe feeble, I thought it the 
moft eligible method to make an opening into 
the moft remote fac to allow its contents to be 
evacuated. This I accordingly did with the 
nail of my fore-finger, and immediately upon 
the opening being made, there gufhed outa 
great quantity of putrid coagulated blood. 
This gave her fome relief for the prefent. In 
the interim, the parts were frequently foment- 
ed with an emollient decoétion; and inthe 
intervals of the fomentation, a warm cloth was 


kept continually applied. Two hours and a 
quarter, 
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quarter after the blood was difcharged, the 
membranes broke and the waters came away. 
The child’s head prefented itfelf, but was 
ftrictly locked in the pelvis. I waited that 
evening, that night, and next miorning, in 
expectation that nature would afhft the birth, 
but was at length forry to find myfelf difap- 
pointed in my expectation. The few linger- 
ing pains which fhe had the preceding even- 
ing had left her. She was now become lane 
guid, and her pulfe intermitting. In this cri- 
tical fituation, I was determined upon making 
! trial of the forceps, as recommended in thefe 
: dubious cafes by that learned and experienced 
: profeffor of midwifery, Dr. Young, a gentle- 
man to whom I fhall ever acknowledge myfelf 
q under the greateft obligations. I accordingly 
tried them, and in a fhort time, delivered her 
of a dead male child, which, from its livid ap- 
pearance, feemed to have been dead a confi- 
derable time in the womb. She met with no 
laceration of the perineum, nor had fhe any 
& incontinence of urine; accidents which fre- 
quently enfue after praternatural cafes; but 
fhe complained at the change of weather, of 
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pains about the region of the pubis. Her 
Jochia were at firft very offenfive, but -fhortly 
after they became lefs fo. The woman had a 


{peedy and good recovery, and is now fo well 
as to take care of her ufual bufinefs. 
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Medical News. 


E are forry that it has not been, before 
W this, in our power to fulfil our promife 
of giving fome account of the illuftrious Dr. 
Haller. The many panegyrics on this emi- 
ment man, which have lately been delivered 
and publifhed at almoft every remarkable feat 
of medical literature in Europe, now afford us 
ample materials for a very full and particular 
account. But by the limits of our publica- 
tion, we are neceflarily reftrained within very 
narrow bounds. And we can therefore pro- 
pofe to prefent our reader with a very general 
account only of the moft remarkable parti- 
culars. | 
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Albert von Haller was born at Bern, on the 
16th of October, 1708. He was the fon of 
an advocate, of confiderable eminence in his 
profeffion. His father had a numerous family, 
and Albert was the youngeft of five fons. 
Frem the firft period of his education, he 
fhewed avery great genius for literature of 
every kind; and to forward the progrefs of 
his ftudies, his father took into his family a 
private tutor, named Abraham Baillodz. How 
far the rigid feverity of this pedagogue contri- 
buted to the rapid improvement of his pupil, 
may, perhaps, be aqueftion. But fuch was the 
difcipline he exerted, that the accidental fight 
of him, at any future period of life, excited 


in Haller very great uneafinefs, and renewed 
all his former terrors. It is, however, pro- 
bable, that if any circumftance, befides un- 
common natural genius, tended to forward 
his acquifition of knowledge, he was no 
lefs indebted to an original delicacy of confti- 
tution than to the feverity of his teacher, As 
it was, perhaps, from this circumftance that 
he had little relifh for the common amufements 
of other children; and in thefe he indulged 
himfelf very little in them. 


But 
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But to whatever caufe it is to be attributed, 
according to the accounts which are given us, 
the progrefs of his ftudies, at the earlieft pe- 
riods of life, was rapid almoft beyond belief. 
When other children are beginning only to 
read, he was ftudying Bayle and Moreri; and 
at nine years of age he was able to tranflate 
Greek, and was beginning the ftudy of He- 
brew. Not long after this, however, the 
courfe of his education was fomewhat inter- 
rupted by the death of his father; an event 
which happened when he was in the thirteenth 
year of his age. After this he was fent to the 
public fchool at Bern, where he exhibited 
many fpecimens of early and uncommon ge- 
nius. He was diftinguifhed for his knowledge 
in the Greck and Latin languages ; but he 
was chiefly remarkable for his poetical genius : 
and his effays of this kind, which were pub- 
lifhed in the German language, were read and 
admired throughout the whole empire. 


Having made this proficiency in the preli- 
minary branches of education, he was now 
fully qualified to enter on the ftudy of that 
profeffion, for the practice of which his future 
lie was intended. And inthe fixteenth year 
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of his age, he began the ftudy of medicine at 
Tubingen, under thofe eminent teachers Du- 
vernoy and Camerarius. ‘The commence- 
ment of his medical ftudies was marked by an 
event charactcriftic of thofe induftrious exer- 
tions by which he was afterwards diftinguifhed. 
Determined, with unremitting induftry, to de- 
dicate his whole time to the profecution of a 
ftudy which he hoped would render him ufe- 
ful to mankind, he became a fugitive from 
the Mufes, and committed to the flames all 
thofe little poetical effays which were then his 
principal, or rather his only amufement. 

He continued engaged in the ftudy of me- 
dicine at Tubingen for the fpace of two years, 
when the great reputation of the juftly cele- 
brated Boerhaave drew him to Leyden. Nor 
was this diftinguifhed teacher the only man, 
from whofe fuperior abilities, he had there an 
opportunity of profiting. Ruyfch was ftill 
alive, and Albinus was rifing into fame. Ani- 
mated by fuch examples, it is not to be ima- 
gined that his affiduity would be relaxed, 
There he fpent all the day, and the greateft 
part of the night, in the moft intenfe ftudy. 
And the proficiency which he made, gained 


him 
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him univerfal efteem both from his teachers 
and fellow-ftudents. 


Frem Holland, in the year 1727, he came 


to England. Here, however, his ftay was 
but fhort, and it was rather his intention to 
vifit the illuftrious men of that period than to 
profecute his ftudies at Londcn. He formed 
connexions with fome of the moft eminent of 
them. He was honoured with the friendfhip 
of Douglas and Chefelden, and he met with 
a reception proportioned to his merit from 
Sir Hans Sloane, prefident of the Royal So- 
ciety. After his vifit to Britain, he went to 
France ; there, under thofe eminent matters, 
Winflow and Le Dran, with the latter of whom 
he refided during his ftay in Paris, he had op- 
portunities of profecuting anatomy, which 
he had not before enjoyed. But the zeal of 
our young anatomift was greater than the pre- 
judices of the people at that period, even in 
the enlightened city of Paris, could admit of. 
An information being lodged againft him to 
the police for diffecting dead bodies, he was 
obliged to cut fhort his anatomical invettiga- 
tions by a precipitate retreat. Still, however, 
intent on the farther profecution of his ftudies, 
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he went to Bafil, where he became a pupil to 
the celebrated Bernoulli. 


Thus improved and inftructed by the lec- 
tures of the moft diftinguifhed teachers of that 
period, by uncommon natural abilities, and 
by unremitting induftry, he returned to the 
place of his nativity in the 26th year of his 
age. And not long after this he offered him- 
felf a candidate, firft, for the office of phyfi- 
cian to an hofpital, and afterwards for a pro- 
feflorfhip. But neither the charaéter which 
he had, before he left his native country, nor 
the fame which he had acquired and fupported 
while abroad, were fufficient to combat the in- 
tercft oppofed tohim. He was difappointed 

in both. And it was even with difficulty, that 
he obtained in the following year, the appoint- 
ment of keeper of a publick library at Bern, 
an office, the exercife of which, was, indeed, 
by no means fuited to his great abilities. But 
it was the more agreeable to him, as it afford- 

, ed him an opportunity for that extenfive read- 
ing by which he has been fo juftly diftin- 
cuifhed. 


The negle&t of his merit which marked his 
firft outfet, neither diminifhed his ardour for 


medi- 


| 


/ 


COMMENTARIES. 344 


medical purfuits, nor detracted from his repu- 
tations either at home or abroad And foon 
after he was nominated a profeffor in the uni- 
verfity of Goettingen, by our late gracious fo- 
fovereign George II. The duties of this im- 
portant office, he difcharged with no lefs ho- 
nour to himfelf, than advantage to the public, 
for the {pace of feventeen years. And it af- 
forded him an ample field for the exertion of 
thofe great talents which he poffefled. Exten- 
fively acquainted with the fentiments of others 
refpecting the ccconomy of the human body, 
ftruck with the diverfity of opinions which 
they held, and fenfible that the only means of 
inveftigating truth was by careful and candid 
experiment, he undertook the arduous tafk of 
exploring the phenomena of human nature 
from the original fource. In thefe purfuits he 
was no lefs induftrious than fuccefsful, and 
there was hardly any function of the body on 
which his experiments did not reflect either a 
new or a ftronger light. Nor was it long ne- 
ceflary for him, in this arduous undertaking 
to labour alone. The example of the precep- 
tor infpired his pupils with the fpirit of induf- 
trious exertion. Zinn, Zimmerman, Caldani, 
and many others, apimated by a generous 

emula- 
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emulation, laboured with indefatigable induf- 
try to profecute and to perfeét the difcoyeries. 
of their great mafter. And the mutual exer- 
tion of the teacher and his ftudents, not only 
tended to forward the progrefs of medical 
{cience, but placed the philofophy of the hu- 
man body on a more fure, and an almoft en- 
tirely new bafis, 


But the labours of Dr. Haller, during his 
refidence at Goettingen, were, by no means 
confined to any one department of fcience. He 
Was not more anxious to be an improver him- 
felf, than to inftigate others to fimilar pur- it 
fuits. And the intimacy which fubfifted be- 
tween him and Baron de Munchaufen, the firft 
minifter in Hanover, who was the friend and 
patron of his merit, enabled him.to fet on foot 
inflicutions admirably calculated for this pur- 
pofe. To him, the Anatomical Theatre, the 
School of Midwifery, the Chirurgical Society, 
_and the Royal Academy of Sciences at Goet- 
tingcen, owe their origin. Such diftinguitfhed 
merit could not fail to meet with a fuitable re- 
ward from the fovercign under whofe protec- | 
tion he then taught. The king of Great Bri- 
tain not only honoured him with every mark 
of attention which he himfelf could beftow, 

but 
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but procured him alfo letters of nobility from 
the Emperor. 


The ripened fruits of that genius and induftry 
which were at firft negleéted, now drew the at- 
tention of almoft every Macenas in Europe. 
On the death of Diilenius, he had an offer of 
the profeflorfhip of botany at Oxford; the 
{tates of Holland invited him to the chair of 
the younger Albinus; the king of Pruffia was 
anxious that he fhould be the fucceffor of Mau- 
pertuis at Berlin. Marfhal Keith wrote to him 
in the name of his fovereign, offering him the 
chancellorfhip of the univerfity of Halle, va- 
cant by the death of the celebrated Wolff, 
Count Orlow invited him to Ruffia, in the name 
his miftrefs the emprefs, offering him a dif- 
tinguifhed place at St. Peterfburgh. The king 
of Sweden conferred on him an unfolicited ho- 
nour by raifing him to the rank of knighthood 
of the order of the polar ftar; and the emperor 
of Germany did him the honour of a perfonal 
vifit, during which, he thought it no degrada- 


tion of his character, to pafs fome time with 


him, in the moft familiar converfation. . 


Thus honoured by fovereigns, revered by 
men of literature, and efteemed by all Eu- 
rope, 
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rope, he had it in his power to have held the 
higheft rank in the republic of letters. Yet 
declining all the tempting offers which were 
made to him, he continued at Goettingen 
anxioufly endeavouring to extend the rifing 
fame of that medical fchool. But after feven- 
teen years refidence in that univerfity, an ill 
{tate of health rendering him lefs fit for the 
duties of the important office, which he held, 
he folicited and obtained permiffion from the 
regency of Hanover to return to his native 
city of Bern. His_ fellow-citizens, who 
might at firft have fixed him among them- 
felves, with no lefs honour than advantage to 
their city, were now as fenfible as others of his 
fuperior merit. A penfion was fettled upon 
him for life, and he was nominated at differ- 
ent times to fill the moft important offices in 
the ftate. Thefe occupations, however, did 
not diminifh his ardour for ufeful improve- 
ments. He was tbe firft prefident, as well as 
the greateft promoter of the Oeconomical So- 
ciety at Bern; and he may be confidered as 
the father and founder of the Orphan-Hofpital 
of that city. Declining health, however, re- 
ftrained his exertions in the more active fcenes 
of life, and for many years he was confined 

entirely 
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entirely tohisown houfe. Even this, however, 
could not put a period to his utility ; for with 
indefatigable induftry he continued his favour- 
ite employment of writing till within a few 
days of his death, which happened in the 
yoth year of his age, onthe 12th of Decem- 
ber 1777. 


After what has been faid, to fum up his 
character would be fuperfluous ; to enumerate 
his improvements or his writings would much 
exceed the limits of our publication. It is 
fufficient to obferve, that thofe extenfive works, 
his Klementa Phyfiologie and Bibliotheca Me- 
dicing, will afford, to lateft pofterity, unde- 
niable proofs of his indefatigable induftry, 
penetrating genius, and folid judgment. 
But he was no lefs diftinguifhed as a philo- 
fopher, than beloved as a man; and he was 
not more eminent for his improvement in every 
department of medical fcience, than for his 
piety to God, and benevolence to all mankind. 


That admirable inftitution, which has long 
fubfifted at Paris under the title of La Société 
Libre d’Emulation, the objects of whofe in- 
quiries have been fo much directed to public 

utility, 
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utility, has propofed a prize queftion for the 
prefent year, the proper folution of which muft 
be confidered as of the utmoft importance. 
In their programme they obferve, that nume- 
rous and melancholy inftances of the deliterious 
effects refulting from the ufe of kitchen uten- 
fils, yielding matters of a poifonous quality, 
had juftly excited the attention, not only of 
phyficians, but of the public in general. And 
although thofe of copper and lead be unquef- 
tionably the moft dangerous, yet it is univers 
fally allowed, that thofe alfo of pewter, iron, 
and even earthen ware, are very far from be- 


ing free from inconveniences. Confidering, 
therefore, improvements on this fubjeét as well 


meriting attention, they have allotted the fum 
of nine hundred livres, as an encouragement 
to inquiries and trials with regard to it. The 


queftion is propofed in the following terms. 


Trouver une matiere, ou une compofition 
quelconque, avec laquelle on puiffe fabriquer 
des uftenfiles de cuifine, capables de foutenir 
tres-longtems, la plus forte ebulition, les alterna- 
tives fubites du froid, et de la plus grande cha- 
leur, qui n’ayent aucun des inconveniens du 
cuivre, du plomb, des etamages, convertes ou 
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vernis ordinaires, et qui foient auffi folides et 
moins chers, s'il eft poffible, que les uftenfiles 
d’ufage. 


Memoirs on this fubjeét are defired to be di- 
rected, au Bureau Royal de Correfpondance 


generale, rue des Deux Portes. S. Sauveur, a 
Paris. 


The many extraordinary cures which have 
of late been performed, by means of medicated 
vapour baths, in London and Dublin, muft 
neceflarily fuggeft to the attentive practitioner, 
the idea of furnifhing other places alfo with 
this ufeful and important remedy, in fome of 
the moft obftinate difeafes. It is with parti- 
cular pleafure, therefore, we learn, that fuch 
baths are now erecting in different places. Dr. 
Hunter, of York, in conjunction with Meff, 
Garencieres and Whaley, apothccaries in that 
city, has lately fitted up there, at a very con- 
fiderable expence, baths, on a conftruction fi- 
milar to thofe of Dr. Kelly in the neighbour- 
hood of London. Thefe are now completed, 
and open to patients at a moderate rate, from 
eight in the morning till ten at night. And it 
is to be hoped that the gentlemen who have 

carried 
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carried this undertaking into execution, will 


meet with a proper return for having provided 
a remedy, no lefs pleafing than efficacious, for 
the numerous difeafes which derive their origin 


from obftructed perfpiration and confined hu- 
mours. 


But in fmaller towns, all the returns which 


could reafonably be expected from medi- 
cated baths, would be by no means fufficient 
for defraying the expence of fuch conftructions 
as thofe at London and York. Jt is therefore 
much to be wifhed, that proper trials were 
made of more fimple contrivances for this pur 
pofe. From thefe, there is reafon to prefume, 
that many, at leaft, of the benefits of this 
mode of cure might be obtained. 


An ingenious phyfician, who has the charge 
of a county hofpital in England, and whofe 
attention to every thing that can improve his 
profeffion is highly worthy of imitation, ina 
letter to Dr. Duncan, informs him, that he 
has lately employed medicated vapours with 
his patients, by means of a common ftill and 
yapour-bath chair, connected by a proper tube; 
and that, in fome inftances, this practice has 


been attended with great fuccefs. We hope, 
in 
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in fome future number, to be able to give a more 
full account of this practice. Meanwhile, it 
thay not be improper to obferve, that the appli- 
cation of medicated vapours in this way, can be 
tried any where, at a very trifling expence. 


It is now upwards of a year fince we men- 


tioned that a third edition of Dr. Cullen’s Sy- 


nopfis Nofologie Methodic# was in the prefs 


at Edinburgh ; and that this work, which had 
formerly been contained in one volume o€tavo, 
was now to be fo far enlarged, that it would 
extend to two. But, after the firft of thefe 
volumes had been printed off, the learned au- 
thor was induced to fufpend this work for fome 


time. He has now, however, again refumed 


it; and it is to be hoped that the whole will 
foon be ready for publication. 


Dr. Charles Webfter, of Idinbureh, has 
been, for fome time, engaged in preparing for 
publication, a fele€tion of the beft inaugural 
differtations on practical fubjects, and atrangs 
ing them in fuch a manner as to form one 
connected fyftem. This work is now in the 
prefs, and is entitled, Syftema Medicine 

Vou. VI. No. 24. [i Pra- 
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Praxcos, complectens Differtationes Argu- 
menti Medico-Practici Selectiores. It is in- 
tended to exhibit to the public not fo much 
the labours of the ftudents whofe names the 
differtations bear, as to give a view of the doc- 
trines refpecting particular difeafes, and of the 
method of cure, delivered by the moft eminent 
teachers of the practice of medicine at Edin- 
burgh, particularly thofe of the late Drs. Ru- 
therford and Gregory, a proper account of 
whofe practice was never publifhed by them- 
felves; and of Drs. Cullen and Duncan, both 
of whon, in the lectures which they at prefent 
deliver, recommend many modes of treatment 
in particular difeafes, which they confider as 
Improvements, and which never have appcar- 
ed in print, unlefs in the form of inaugural dif- 


fertations by their pupils. Theie, however, are 


feldom expofed to fale, and very rarely read 
beyond the precinéts of the univerfity where 
they are publifhed. The prefent work, there- 
fore, will, probably, furnifh a view of moderr 
practice, not inferior to any ene which has of 
late appeared. 
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Dr. Home has, for feveral years, been pre- 
paring for publication the refult of his obfer- 
vation and experience at the Royal Infirmary 
of Edinburgh, where he has, every winter, in 
conjunction with Dr. Gregory, the care of the 
clinical patients. This work is now in the 
prefs, and is entitled, Clinical Experiments, 
Hiftories; and Diffections. Befides containing 
accurate hiftories of the cafes of particular pa- 
tients, a diftinct view of the treatment in each; 
and the principal obfervations which were de- 


livered in leéture; it exhibits alfo a faithful ac. 


count of trials which have been made with the 
ereateft part of the new remedies lately intro- 
duced into practice; and a minute detail of 
the effeéts which have been obferved to refult 
from them. | | 
*e hes 
A work is at prefent in the prefs at Edin- 
burgh, by Dr. Gregory, entitled, Confpeétus 
Medicina Theoretice ; in Ufum Academicum. 
In this publication, which is intended princi- 
pally, asa text-book for his le¢tures, the phy- 
fiology and general pathology are conjoined, 
Thus in treating of any function, as for exam- 
lia ple 
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ple refpiration, he confiders the manner ir 
which it is performed, its ufes, its varieties, 
as voice, fpeech, weeping, laughing, &c. its 
diforders, as cough, fneezing, and dyfpnoa, 
of various kinds, their caufes, effects, and 


general principles of cure, whether radical or | 


palliative. 
he ee 

A new edition of Mr. Bell’s treatife on the 
Theory and Management of Ulcers, of which 
an analyfis was given in a former number of 
this work, is in the prefs, and will foon be 
publifhed. In this edition, the author has 
miade feveral alterations, and not a few addi- 
tions, which muft encreafe confiderably the 
value of a work, which has already defervedly 
met with a very favaurable reception from thz 
public. 
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> C IV. 
Lift of New Books. 


YSaaci Newtoni opera que extant omnia, 
commentariis illuftrabat Samuel Horfley, 
LL.D. R.S.S. &c. gto. London. 


The Medical Regifter for the year 1779, 
8vo. London. 

Defcriptions and figures of petrifactions, 
found in the quarries, gravel-pits, &c. near 
Bath. By John Walcott, Efq. 8vo. London. 


Cafes and remarks in furgery, to which is 


fubjoined an appendix, containing the method 
of curing the bronchocele in Coventry. By B. 
Wilmer, Surgeon. 8vo. London. 


A medical commentary on fixed air, by 
Mathew Dobfon, M.D. F.R.S. 8vo. Lon- 
don. 
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Defcription of an engine for dividing ftraight 
lines on mathematical inftruments, by J. Ram{- 
den. 4to. London. 


Animadverfiones de natura hydropis ejuf- 


que curatione; auctore Franfifco Milman, 
M.D. 8vo. London. 


A fynopfis of a courfe of le€tures on ana- 
tomy and furgery, by Magnus Falconer, 8vo. 
London. | 


Experiments and obfervations on animal 
heat, and the inflammation of c:mbuftible 


bodies; being an attempt to refolve thefe 
phenomena into a general law of nature. By 


Adair Crawford, M. A. 8vo. London. 


Syftematic elements of the theory and prac- 
tice of furgery, by John Aitken, Fellow of 
the Roval College of Surgeons, Member of 
the Medical Society, and Leéturer on Chirur- 
gical Anatomy and Pharmaceutic Chemiftry 
in Edinburgh. 8vo. Edinburgh, | 


Hermanni Boerhaave epiftole ad Joan Baf- 
fandum, medicum Cefareum. 8vo, Vindo- 
bone. 


Succinéta medicorum Hungariz et Tranfyl- 
vania Biographia, excerpta ex adverfarits 
Steph, 
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Steph. Wizpremi, M. D. Civit. Debregen. 
Phip. 2 vols. 8vo. Vienna. 


Synopfis Fontium Auftrie; previnciarum- 
que fubditarum a Jj -—— C——, M.D. 8vo. 
Vienna. | 

Caroli Cafp. Sicbold hiftoria lithotomiz in 
eodem homine bis facte cum ejus reflitutione. 
8vo. Wurgburgh. 


Differtatio Phyfica de aere, ejufque fpecic- 
bus, precipue de aere fixo lapidis calcarel. gto. 
Zurich. 


Materia Medica ¢ regno vegetabili fiftens 
fimplicia officinalia pariter atque culinaria fe- 
cundum fy {tema fexuale ex autopfia et experi- 
entia fideliter digeffit Petrus Jonas Bergius, 
M. D. et Hift. Nat. et Pharm. Prof. Stock. 
&c. tom. 8vo. Srockholmie. 


Apparatus medicaminum tam fupplicium 
quam preparatorum & compofitorum in pra- 
xeos adjumentum confideratus. Audtore Jo, 
Andrea Murray, M.D. & Bot. in Acad. Reg. 
Gorting. Prof. Pub. Ord, &c. Vol. I™ et 
8vo. Gottinge. 


Colleétion complette des ceuvres de Charles 
Bonnet. Vol. I. II. JII. gto. Neufchatel. 
4 Iupoques 
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Epoques raifonnes fur la vie d’Albert von 
Haller. 8vo. Leipfic. 


La Medecine-pratique de Londres, ouvrage 
dans lequel on a expofé la definition & les 
fymptomes des maladies avec la methode ac- 
tuelle de les guerir, traduit fur la feconde edi- 
tion, revu, publie, & enrichi de notes. Par 
'M. J. F. de Villiers, doéteur regent de la fa- 
culré de medicine de Paris. 8vo. Paris. 


Traite fur le fcorbut, traduit du Latin de 
M. Lemeilleur, Med..de Montpellier. Par 
Giraud, Med. de Befangon. Paris. 


Experiences propres a faire connoitre que 
Valkali volatil fluor cft le remede le plus efh- 


cace dans les afphyxies; avec des remarques 
fur les effets avantageux qu'il produit dans la 
morfure de la vipere, dans la rage, &c. Par 
M.Sage. 1r2mo, Paris, 


Lettrea M.S » capitaine de cavallerie 
fur Pinftitution des fourds & muets. Par M. 
VAbbe Defchamps, chapelain de 1’ Eglife 
d’ Orleans. 12mo0. Paris, 


Phyfique du corps humain, ou phyfiologie 
moderne, avec des remarques, fur la fanté, la 
nature, la caufe, et le traitement des maladies, 
a l’ufage des etudiens en chirurgie et en mede- 
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